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The war of 7 October 2023 in the Middle East was also an information war of unprecedented intensity
throughout the world. National public opinion is clearly one of the issues at stake. It is shaped by the
representations conveyed by the media and social networks.

Hence the central and essential role of media coverage of this war.

Why this study on RTBF?

In Belgium, the media were very quickly called into question and criticised, with some accusing
them of favouring Israel and others of favouring the Palestinians and being hostile towards Israel, or
even towards its very existence. In response, while explaining the difficulties of covering this war, RTBF
affirmed its commitment to providing "verified, clear, balanced and impartial information”,” in line with
its obligations (CSA, CDJ) and commitments (RTBF Code of Ethics).

Media coverage of the war in the Middle East is a subject of debate, but ultimately, is this coverage
biased? Answering this question presents several difficulties.

Some difficulties are inherent in any human evaluation, quantitative or qualitative, of media content, as
each evaluator has their own subjectivity, biases, prejudices and assessment of the criteria to be
evaluated. Others are specific to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, to the war of narratives that has been
raging for decades, and to the imbalances between the two sides in the war of 7 October, particularly
in terms of the number of deaths and destruction.

Nevertheless, the question remains: is there a bias? This is a central issue for the Institut Jonathas,
which fights against anti-Semitism in Belgium. Coverage in our country of a war more than 3,000 km
away can influence perceptions of Jews and arouse hostility towards them.

In the United Kingdom, the Asserson Report (September 2024) examines the BBC's coverage of the
war in the Middle East from several complementary angles. In light of this report, we decided to focus
on RTBF because itis also a public company and because it is the most restricted media outletin terms
of information in French-speaking Belgium.

An innovative Big Data approach with solid and reproducible results

The Asserson Report studies the emotional effect of BBC web articles on the public and, in particular,
the sympathy created by these articles —an essential topic in any information war.

Conducted by specialists in Al, neuroscience and data science, this study uses ChatGPT to assess,
through six binary questions (YES/NO answers), whether each article, and then each article title,
creates sympathy for six actors in the war: Israel, Gaza, the Israelis, the Palestinians, the Israeli army
and Hamas.

"How does RTBF cover theRWBF, i7" NoeemMbed! 20Z3st ?
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-comment-la-rtbf-traite-t-elle-de-la-guerre-au-proche-orient-11283287

We decided to replicate in Belgium the sympathy analysis that was carried out in the United
Kingdom for the Asserson Report. To this end, we engaged Innohives, the research firm that brings
together the team of scientists who worked on the Asserson Report. By applying the same methodology
as that used for the BBC, our study benefits from all the work and checks that were carried out to ensure
the robustness and reliability of the Asserson Report's results: comparisons with human assessments,
ten iterations on ChatGPT, explanation of ChatGPT's responses, etc.

This Big Data approach provides an innovative response to the difficulties inherent in any media
corpus analysis and to the difficulties specific to the media coverage of the war of 7 October.

It allows us to study a large corpus, free ourselves from human subjectivity, obtain solid and
reproducible results, and objectify phenomena invisible to the naked eye.

It produces results that can indicate impartiality or bias, not for an individual article, but for a large
corpus of articles as awhole.

Highlighting biased coverage of the war by RTBF

The Innohives study covers all articles on the RTBF website between 7 October 2023 and 7 October
2024 relating to the war in the Middle East and its repercussions around the world.

The corpus comprises 2,181 articles. 74% of them are based on news agency reports. Nearly 70% are
attributed to the editorial team collectively. The remaining 622 articles were written by a total of 209
journalists. Forty of them wrote at least five articles. These high numbers are striking. It is difficult to
imagine that RTBF has so many specialists on the Middle East.
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These result s, which are abhlRtBhssstentyagadotatheé

East. We attribute thi sPablieasst itnoi aan fcroanniliincgt otfh atth epr
wi del vy shared wi t hin t he RTBF edi tori al t eam, an
Pas®e®ini an narrat i vtehseiawi stett hassytdmpuagtghlye .f o r

We have named this bias "the original bias"

This bias results in RTBF's partial wtirieat meomtt rafd
i mpartiality advocated in its Code of Ethics and

Some illustrations of the original bias and some proposals to reduce it

The biased coverage of the war iWe twvhaen tMeidd diloe iElalsuts
of these and show the persistence dfthreese gstuding:
RTBEoserage of US sanctions against Fr-Smareisfc,a aArd o

declaration of famine by | PC, a UN agency.

Wi t h t he s ame objective i n mi nd, we condutche d a
explosi-Ahl atHAspi t al in Gazanenol7t0etdbé&ni 2g@28ver
of the war. RTBF's coverage of this explosion and

its own coverage, opdrgfi matld sb iwsdsl nufisrdnraatdi eo nt hbei a s

The Chraed GRPITts say nothing about the accuracy, cl ar
nor about the distinction between facts and opini
at-Ahkl i Hospital and the thretnévé@mbhebas gd i mplse
how much coul d parboobuab lcyo nmipe -Hcsoamipdt i amcreromwi th t hese c
The analysis of medi a corpoirs stibpg .Bunti idicamfpaonb
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|l nf o, France | nter and. France Culture radio stati
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media for a particthaeeaphoitlolgsatprhastoikretgh Rt BWen aa it ti
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becoming aware of the bias, identifying its manif
concl uda snuwmhér ofaipreadpamstalaschi eving this objectiyv
I n Light wd wiush staoadasgdagetiwe tdi KRUTIBE Be h gnieadni ae r

outl et s.t hVdet htohpeey wi L.l Guhrarges aalhiiide diess¢c ureat e, clear,
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the Middl e

the worl d

The war t hat began with the terrorist massaeres O

point plan i mposed by the United States on al/|l p a
deadliest whbsraaelitheoAflbbt .

This war was al so a war of infodfmasi dbmasabédgnatrtuie
for a long ti me, but t hi sr aaodred yh chsaso me wmaat aobfl ei ndfic
intensity and such an pgamnptaicdu laarroluyndi nt hMdo rwtolr L Adme r i
Bel gi um.

The information war in this conflict was a continu
gl obal and lLocal, ampli fied by soci al medi a and po
war is an oversimplifitati war wé wbodbd t abEBeabofig:i
etc. ), symbols (keffiyeh, water mel on, yellow ri bbo
opinions, testi moni es, concepts (terrorism, war o]
We who Live in Belgium have no Weremrmlty hawvne dr eafire €
of Wet .know and feel it solely t hrough t he i nf or
conveyed by the media and soci al net wor ks and, fo
wh at their families and fremnds Lliving in | srael

We only have indirect access to the war in the Mi

i nto what is commonly referred to asHémadlti te ope m!
and essential role of the media's coverage of thi

Covering any conflict i s al way s" Tdhieff ificrusltt ,c adsaunagletryo uo
trJdJyRbdyard Kipling is said to have remarked.

The di ffi cul ty and complexi ty ar e even greater w h e

terrori st organisation, whi le the other party, | s
and i mages coming outr eodf, Gafz an oatr ed iscttraitcetdl,y bfyl tHa ma
that this war i's part of a confli ct t hAarta bh,a st hleans tl es
Ar ab, before -Becesmtngi asyaehd that i nunBle lwgaisu m,a ra sf
virgin before 7 October 2023, in terms of opinion

In view of all the above, it is hardly surprising that media coverage of the war of 7 October has been
regularly questioned and/or criticised.
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October 2023)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQldr2IrfUk
https://www.cnapd.be/le-traitement-par-les-journaux-ecrits-belges-des-evenements-post-7-octobre-en-israel-palestine-une-enquete-qualitative-sur-la-libre-et-le-soir/
https://www.cnapd.be/le-traitement-par-les-journaux-ecrits-belges-des-evenements-post-7-octobre-en-israel-palestine-une-enquete-qualitative-sur-la-libre-et-le-soir/
https://www.cnapd.be/le-traitement-par-les-journaux-ecrits-belges-des-evenements-post-7-octobre-en-israel-palestine-une-enquete-qualitative-sur-la-libre-et-le-soir/
https://www.lesoir.be/636357/article/2024-11-16/carta-academica-les-medias-lepreuve-de-la-guerre-gaza
https://www.lesoir.be/636357/article/2024-11-16/carta-academica-les-medias-lepreuve-de-la-guerre-gaza
https://rodriguedemeuse.be/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/cric-bl-octobre-23.pdf
https://www.ccojb.be/communique/rtbf
https://www.lecdj.be/wp-content/uploads/CDJ-23-34-D-Godefridi-c-RTBF-be-RBTF-X-decision-21fevrier2024.pdf
https://jonathas.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Les-violences-du-7-octobre-en-Israel-et-la-presse-francophone-belge-ETUDE.pdf

Thi s criticism of t he Bel gi an medi a i s far- from

Palestiniamldomflingt .t he war in Gaza in thetesxutmmer
Mar ch b0dédl Kot ek, now nprtda ¢ iud, e naao rtta ftt H reedade ( and the
speaking Belgian medi a. CaGBGaz as tawdan feisc tr edlfe c & u mige rt |
di si nformati on, mi si nfor mat.i"on and | mportation of

By Octobeev2pfa@aB, medirpuoadt tdntasdwoels¢ponded to the ¢

criticisms addressed to them. This is the case ir
stuawyd whi che,v iienw iotfs messages received i,n cA023d by
| sr-daemas conflict, mai nly foratretats@ntsomm fofbatlmer cleids t
elicited the most public reaction (RTBF did not p

On 10 October 2023, RTBF publ i §hANSJIBEeEh ianrdt itchlee sbcye n
RTBF and tsheectmeodm al' s lcadb war : wha't terms and | mag
use&? I n it, t he | oRiirenrarle slJta d qnrhiemrr,v i ceiwrse d tecarn o f news

I

"Since Hamas terrori st attacks on | sraeld.i ci ti z
stri kes and a si ege of t he Gaza Signpficantvs dao o 1y
exercise caution in t heir dhoisce sofnowdrchsg aredv; i
newsr oom, the i ssue has been raised for many yea

Jedn erre Yadegminmr mal t hat weWearar eb ednvgi oquselsyt iloins
open to discussion. On both sides, some people wn
are committed to reporting the Weealeiftuseoft ot re l ia
anything and' everything

On 7 November 2023, again in the | NS P&Ewsecdt s oR T |
cover the war i,n wthh & hMiji hatll s dleads tcd'mMmment s from Aur é
manager. I n particular, she said:

"This is difficuldt news to cover. Wea rewctei vew awd |
handle the i nformati on. We are going to be tran
explain how we work, on what basi s and what pre

"

reporting on such a conflict.

"We know that t hidd vpsdoedsii etuyf .ar Owronifle sgonsi bility,
i nformati on t hat i s as fact ocebhhmuwamrsi cpaotses i bé rei. fi ek,
bal anced and i mpattial i nformati on

Aur él i ¢ Ovirdiaerm i s really to report the facts ac
i denti fy responsi bilities as best iwmp acratni,a lalty laer
without i'nfluence

The October 2023 article and the November 2023 v
2014, during a previous Whas-Pamke Gtaizme amnn faircti:cl 'eR T
I mpar,t iianl 'wWhFircahn ¢lJoeiasn e e beicliwer d @ ahacgmi n. JJacgmin
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/en-2023-vous-avez-ete-10-199-a-prendre-contact-avec-la-mediation-rtbf-pour-nous-dire-quoi-11347541
https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-guerre-israel-gaza-quels-termes-et-quelles-images-la-rtbf-choisit-elle-d-utiliser-11269746
https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-guerre-israel-gaza-quels-termes-et-quelles-images-la-rtbf-choisit-elle-d-utiliser-11269746
https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-comment-la-rtbf-traite-t-elle-de-la-guerre-au-proche-orient-11283287
https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-comment-la-rtbf-traite-t-elle-de-la-guerre-au-proche-orient-11283287
https://www.rtbf.be/article/conflit-israel-palestine-la-rtbf-n-a-aucun-parti-pris-8315019
https://www.rtbf.be/article/conflit-israel-palestine-la-rtbf-n-a-aucun-parti-pris-8315019

"We are nwmone bwa) ealront hHehiost hers ue. We try to repor
truewe hhave often been criticiPaédstsamaeni mses meoi
bei ngl sprrabe lvioul d not say that / am satisfied with
sides in order to say that we are right, but r a
possi bl e.

We take great care in all our news programmes to
make tsaurrereview the demandsofand ehx psltaomra tciadns behi
both i des.

SANTE MEMTALE

Guerre Israél-Gaza... et les autres : pourquoi pense-t-on
souvent que les médias ont un parti pris opposé a notre
opinion ?

12 now. 2023 3 07:00 - mise a jour 13 nov. 2023 & TE43 - () 4min = Partager Ecouter

Ibrahim Molough

On t he s ame subj ect of criticism of me di a covera

November 2023, RTBF published an Tairet iGeslzem ebvva r | br a
ot her s: why do we often think that the media are
| t is surprising Bhidsaamusiaolgetonnbhe ¢c¢bdgnitive biec
Effect " appears i n t he "Ment al Healbth"i fseacdtiindkn ngf
coverage is biased were a ment al health probl em.

Here are a few excerpts:

"The Hostile Medi a Effect i g emdemeyomdndmdt va tduia
strongly committed to an issue to perceive medi
regardless of the actual neutrality or bias of t
naturally become sensitive to any information th
may theoiewomeutral reports as hostile, si mply be
preconcei ved i deas.

‘A first explanati on [ifnodi wtihd usa lbsi arse]t avionu lidn fboer mahtait
to them [ ess we l [ t han i nfor malthioni derratti tiys euxnpfla
whi ch Ol ivier Klein [professor of soci al psycho
i ndividuals who identify strongly with their owr
i mage of thAs groapult, they tend to easily <cate
neutral to outside obsetrvers as unfavourable to
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-et-les-autres-pourquoi-pense-t-on-souvent-que-les-medias-ont-un-parti-pris-oppose-a-notre-opinion-11285299
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-et-les-autres-pourquoi-pense-t-on-souvent-que-les-medias-ont-un-parti-pris-oppose-a-notre-opinion-11285299

media c¢
ftoh et hmee tch

this conf

It is clear that media coverage of the war in the
is this covéAdnage fbismasedh whose favour or to whose
these questions without analysing media coverage.
Tradi tilbhe ahb hogf] yasi me di a cor pus can be Battmthawaeéei v ea
merits, but also have several Limitations.
Quantiamaliyeeks to measur ebyt hae psgpratciec ugliavrenme di a o1
subject (in the print medi a: numphaegr eoffresrenhicel es,ur
of articles and phot os, et c. ; i n t he audi ovi sual
covagre can be compared and assessed to deter mine w
may also seek to quantify the number of occurrenc
Qual i taantailvyesains cover s ev erfaalc hkicrhe msi, o nlseex i c al anal
sources <cited, analysis of argument s, attribution
journalistic et hics or with the me di a outlet's st
ci tre d®)1,. et c. On this Last point, it wi L1 be neces:
subj ect i s accurate, clear, compl et e, bal anced, i
Whi lies idi ffi cul t for the media ®ewatogatingheéetswacovae
medi a al so present sScrmeaeonal t de ff ehcuwanlpatmit ¢ & yt soi sa no/f n
content. Tobeypuslahd met hodOotlhoegrys irsesfueers t o el ement
this war.

Let us begin with qualitative anakwpehsevhbhuatios b
owhn subjectivity, bi ases (including t he Hostil e
assessment of the cr ivtheati acanmstbhdae ueeal wmatcaud:acy,
bal ance, or i mpartiality in the Mmedisaeims gle ffe call t
consensus wWith so many terms that are regularly i.1
t hereefloerf t to the di s cFruerttihoenr noofr ee,a cfho ciunsdiinvgi dau aglu.a |
a few articles is useful over a short period of ti
before a judicial or professional bodyhe(isml Bel gion
the corpus to be analysed may al so be omwminskidreg'ed

SChewryx k'ilnng:rhetoric or any f@imkohgari gume ptraotciesrs, od h e

facts or data that lend credence to one

S opinion whil e

whi ch i s not necetsyspaircially oifn tceopnsfiorommaatéi; o fiVisbkii gpse.d"i a )
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In the case of a war as long and as widely covered as the war between Israel and Hamas, a corpus
covering several months or a year is preferable in order to produce quantitative results that are
statistically significant, but this type of analysis is very often limited to counting articles, article sizes or
word occurrences. Qualitative assessments are therefore summary (tonality) and, too, subject to
caution.

I n addition to these difficultiwar aofhimdr mati veas rt|
raging foirntderctawWiersi,ng several di mensions (politic:s

emoti ons, etc.) and which has become ingrained in
It i s di ffi cul t to say whether the coverage of t h
i mpartial when everyone has-Plalheisnt i awnmanf fcomifii ggto € h
bi ased by defini ti on, t hat exi sted before the ma s
reinforced or shaken by whahlthehadki fhiacpyletnye da lisno |asprpa
who, despite their "desire" for objectivity and
confli dthis point makes it all the more i mportant t
Similarly, it i s di ffi cul t to say whether the cov
accumwdhteen | sr ael denies independent journalists ac
out of Gaz a i s filtered or staged by Ha mas and c
mi litants, subsedti earst adisot Wi ffa caut adwhencowner Lt ie:
blurred on the ground and it is difficult to disti:H
and cmhibledmween journalists and activists, bet ween
Ha ma s, between hospitals, school s, mosqgques and co

underneath them.

That's not al L! Analysing meddeitae rcnoi vneer anwghee tohfe rt hteh aw
balanced or wmebtahearncietd, pr esent s both si des, their
with neutrality, rigour and sy mnBeuttr yh,o we icvainn gwer oausgs
bal ance of media coverage when the subject itself
Let us explore this question further: i f medi a co
it not also be unbalanced? The i mbalances Wa the
summari se :them here

e | mbal ance ddemomereant paco tsetcattieng i ts <civili aemrpopubka

movemesitngofpaGatza' s ci wisl ihamamo plli &tl idesn

e | mbal ance between the most power f ul and technol

army hidden in tunnels, among <civilians or behir
e | mbaliamcthe perception of |l srael's rol e: attacke
seen as oappressor, avenger and i nhuman.

“‘Near ly half of Gaza's population is under the age of
Fund, citing t he Palestinian f£emtlirdalcaBurydang af wStagtoins
combatant?
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e | mbal ance bet ween | srael and Gaz a i n t he destr |
i mages

conveyed .of this destruction

e Above al L, i mbalance in the number of deat hs

Ne a
unyv

bee

Ly
roi

2,000 dead in I|Israel, including 1,200 on

fiabl e number of deat hs in Gaza.

r
e

To date, Mihrei sHtarnyahs@as dHremdodo o mce7d) NG ed & chtams . This
n reported by numer ous media outlets around t

On the subject of the number ofapdoesatt hosn iLm n@kae;xdal snt we
20>y Frédér’bcFMantel writer, sociologist and journa
"GAZA. On the numbejo0df deiadt i ms i n Gaza: 60

A comment here on the number of victi ms i n Gaza a
remained there and after two trips to the Gaza St
attempt to mini mi se the extenets whfi cthh e adcecsotrrdui cntgi otno
experts, coul d cemlmwstt i ntaott tcearwaenf ud l ymexami ne t he reli
the figures put forward.

1. The available data comes mainly from the Gaza |}
Ha mas . These figures, whi ch cannot be i ndependent!l
having been produced in a eptcafid pol gt headl ngntlr mn
t hat France and the European Union consi der to be
2. Gi ven t he extent of t he destructi on, t he frag
communi cation and access, it seems wunli kely 'that t
exhaustive and accurate county Dheed esnt pmat t2alada
underesti mate the reality. And what about natural
included pBPODHCO0(deet hd) ?

3. As the New Yor k Ti mes points out, the figures p
combatants Consi dering t hat | srael 's stated obj e
si gni ficant proportion of Pheportitoms whet ko®mba© &n
significantly alter the interpretation of the data,
civilians and combatants cannot be L umped together
medi a do

4 . Several testimonies and anaHPysese IFncliuding thae
"Un historien & Gaza" [A Historian in Gaza]), empl
killed by -Haemasoi petl fr coemhdldda stsiemisamnr ioval ri es. Ha
the ground in Gaza twice, / know that this is a pe
SFrédéricésMar taaal PorRoo £ et l e Noi r: [l es homdsax dgl s2 00t

Mai nstream: enquéte sur la guefk Fé agnima b & b &S, dd200tiad:) caaringdw & t
coeur d(uR oVmaetritc alnaffont , 2019) .
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systematically eli minated by Hamas when | was t hel

(2%? 10%? 30%?), it i s problematic to includ=s thes
—> Uultti mately, whi l e every Life l ost i s a tragedy
remains a serious and deeply troubling | ssue, it n
Yor k Ti mes and present thkedigtuhess owmr @ae wahta mahsa)t, s
(civilians, combatants, victims of i nternal vi ol en
t his.

s tJ uodnya, t bhya

n Belg

Each of t hese di ffi cul ti es rai ses met hodol ogi cal

coverage of the war in the Middl e iEmigftu.easlBiusto ntthhii ss
cover'avwgeer i fied, clear, b al aansc eRIT BaFn dc lianipmasr it i et it v i &
Jonathas is asking this question of the Belgian m

With a missioffetmi te¢esmb atndartvier yt hing what pre@@mci ¢
do we want to evaluate the media's coverage of a
we seeking to determine whether thétpoweseibeghlhwsie t
of mussion that we are.lcmarecwWdgti ng this study

e Belgians form ¢t heeintotp eorncse patnidonospi ni ons of the w

i ndi rveicat ltyh,e medi a and | oameali an etowdreld i s biased
si de,patrhtehnef publ i c wi Ll adopt this bias and | ean
e Some Bebgs aoBsaaltgei an Jews with the war in the Mid
Twe petiyg h' t per cent of Bel gi ans believe that Bel g

and Hamas. Ten per cent bedmpbliecitth éidl PBOEg ds@inad e’y
L "l nstitut JohhlhithaisdeMaiyfie@®@d2idon of Bel gi an Jews

one of i ts mo s t violent expressions in a column
August"RO2ee the image of a Palestdnianmbgpyneaentdek
my own s onm dR otnhaen ,moat her i s my fri end IL ewaan,t atnod slt

a sharp knife in the.throat of every Jew | meet
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e Hostility towards | s-8amlitismthep Bebgcemomoahtoft
(1 PSOS pbhbtfouttMagwalhadg)

T we fftoyu r per cent of Bel gi ans cite host-Bemivyvi $ mw:
in their cmoiumea ryer Themtt yci te this host ireliigthyt apneorr
cent of those surveyed ebelxipeewd etntca tn glBealngihaars pl eaves

result o f the war in the Middle East, and 63% b
future in Belgium.

Hostility towards | srael i231% ofeaBeltygi dms Bsedyitam
towards | sraelis and 9% feel antipathy towards t
thhestility stfememinhhear¢aofcaeldtshmata tairoensconveyed i n

therefore fr ooni tlhser aterle aitnmetnhte Bel gi an medi a.

e Articles and reports a-B e minoitshmi mmuther ntad i ama li
Remembrance Alli anSe'ms tdaesdhnd ) ome wdw asngver al e X a
Semitism related to"btsraetjswhglésaddlngsthat w
cannot be c oeSnesmidteirsend ant.i

According to this defini ti on, adopted by the Eur i
Member 8Statements calling for the destruction of
questioning its legitimacy and existence are col
Defini ti on of antisemitism by the I nternational Ho l

The hdB®BRAIi ngs together 35 ,atnat ex,peirnsl wditrhg thel @ii umm
and promoting education, remembrance and research
commi t ments of the 2000 S-bobodhongmwdeklagatdetnitions
was adopted on |26 iMayr e2pOrlo6duced bel ow:

"Antisemitism is a certain perception of J ews, w k
Rhetorical and physical mani festations clJf e wainsthi s e m
individuals and/or their pr opieorntsy ,a ntdo waerldi glieomi ss hf acc
To guide | HRA in its work, the following examples
Mani festations mi g ht include the targeting of t he
However, criticism of |l srael similar to that L evel
antisemitic. Antisemititsim €oegpienthyg Tbahgesmsm hewman
used to blame Jews for “why things go wrong.” It
action, and employs sinister stereotypes and negat
Contemporary examples of antisemitism in public Li
religious sphere coul d, taking into account t he ov
e Calling for, aiding, or justifying the killing or
extremist view of religion.
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the Jewish -pgeooptmi ntadtionyig@ghg. tobyedlfai mi
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tic nation.

he symbols and images associated with =cl a
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150ur deci sitonel Blloi gf fwhceu

AsseResponmr tt he BBC

Published in SdfeteaRepdh®d2ne,d after the | awyer Tr
he peaxami n dBBCtleerage of the wdam iEmgthe hMiachdil A r B

oumonth period, from 7 October 2023 to 7 Feb

he report focuses on the BBC 1) because the
nd accountable to them, and 2) because, i n

ruary

BBC

addi t

hkAssemRepmats several complementary aocdmgfEdme GPI: ama
f the sympatBbhBCgenhentbfifedt bgy of omi ssi o(n"sgnalnyascics
f BBC obscure and aanndb itghieo wse slcan gpua gen” Jof vi cti ms;

t
f
T
a
commi tted to c¢c®@ml yidng owiitaH tGhue del i nes
T
o
o

n | itghkes sefRseopppr twave chosen to focus on RTBF:

- becaBFBFs also a publaincc eadormpanyyxpayer s,

- because it sipsecs Uibcj eogdbid u tEwitc osser vi ce mi ssi oinns, me
addi tibe toles alplp!l Fscpaehatkei ntgo BeC gdodad n Jmeudina | i st i c
Consei l Supeéeri eUCS(AFRer enpceha ki o gi Awedl ovi sual Counci

- beca,usien aidtdi ha ® nmade a commi t ment t hat al

L its

i nternal Rt8de,Cotlbe whoBehifadlI nheammeali sregul ati ons

]

processing of infofmation and staff et hics

I n thespeekichg Bel gian medi a tlhaen dmecdnipae , o0 WRtTIBeFt i mo s th
by egi sintieinmsews rAesponrittihng.he BBC, it therefore s
t he principles enshrined in lLegisl ati o2 ane bdHHI N
properly applied by RTBF in its coverage of the w

Our focus on RTBF comes at a sensitive time for several players in the European public
broadcasting sector, with regard to issues of finance, but also pluralism and impartiality. The debates
and work currently underway in countries close to Belgium should also be borne in mind. They echo
debates in Belgium on the missions of RTBF, pluralism and media independence.

In the United Kingdom, the BBC is regularly called into question, particularly for breaches of
impartiality on subjects such as the war in the Middle East (see §3.7), Donald Trump, racism, climate
change and the debate on gender transition. In July 2024, more than 200 employees and others close
to the BBC signed an open letter calling for an urgent investigation into "systemic problems of anti-
Semitism and bias" at the BBC. In November 2025, the publication of an internal report on the BBC's
failings led to the resignation of the Director-General and the Director of News, as well as the opening
of a parliamentary inquiry.
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https://asserson.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/asserson-report.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/editorialguidelines/documents/bbc-editorial-guidelines-2025.pdf
https://www.csa.be/lartbf/
https://www.lecdj.be/wp-content/uploads/05-2023-Code-de-deontologie-version-2023.pdf
https://www.csa.be/reperes/
https://ds1.static.rtbf.be/article/pdf/2022-03-09-code-de-deontologie-info-et-personnel-maj15-1678983102.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crg4yvl4nnxo

In France, following a controversy involving two France Inter journalists, the National Assembly set up
a "commission of inquiry into the neutrality, functioning and financing of public broadcasting" in
November 2025.

At the same time, the Audiovisual and Digital Communication Regulatory Authority (ARCOM) launched
a mission to "clarify the scope of the principle of impartiality and the obligations it entails for public
broadcasting". This mission will have to specify "to what extent [these obligations] differ from the
requirements of pluralism and honesty in the treatment of information applicable to all audiovisual
media, [...and] how the general principle of public service neutrality, which also applies to public
media, is reconciled with their independence and editorial freedom".

With regard to RTBPFPRABWS, ) st cpudidadntedaitmg : pl ur ali st
and accessivhl éenewsyuring complementarity '"'Wweth the
suppl ement this aaktliicd e@tsi oorf wihteh tRITBt «Lroed emosFt Ertehliecws

study:

' Evexr y citi zamrchiaatteheandi ghtmpthalt & aisnt demait gon

"

the fatthe maidn podmtasnyofi svsiveew of | mportance.

-"eOn1 RTBF's audi ovi sual services,colMfBlhversifah
i ssues are dealt with by, rredfearrriinrgg ttoo dG Hfaeptiarg lolpli |
i nformation and the wook ekpjessnahystemmibahoerhaobt

way particularly through words, gestures, si @gns
and partisanly engaged in a debate that divi des
refrain from addressingauadiicovisewmsli tsereviicesu.e" on

-"RTBF jourmebpets mhet facbtsgd sdeéekndhehe¢rtit he

i ndependence of informati on, commentary and cri

+ "eNelw’s programmes shasdi rbe porfo davimjdedcaiitv i & yy

censorship or interference from any public or priv
~='Thel Spirit refqguadbhbjeesctiiowirtnya!l i sts to demonstrate

precision in their vocabulary, clarity in their

in all forms of communi cati on, hoaepbaytiwcthoaut odi F

conclusi on, and ifmpamtisal thefdegthi eomeof "si gnilicant

~"dal@anced represenftatidmrmrrentthecaids ancd move.

"

one of the foundations of objectivity.

-"A L L news pr odgirsatnimmegsu insths thet weenobaeai ® nandnd
commentaEyen in programmes where facts, opinions
journalists must take care to avoid any conf Jgsi

' Whéeén commentary i s provitdednmptarmeRemBHmllaitewr w
can therefore only be an anal ysis based on reason
the subject matter, i n order to enable the public

-"denxicle pt i onal siuttha taisonmsaj or i nternational

unrest, there shal!l be no derogation from the fund
applicati on s hailncrkea sedbjvagti |l apbpce, o afvroaigdnmenngt at ke
i nformativoomurs or slogans likely to influence demon
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https://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/dyn/17/organes/autres-commissions/commissions-enquete/ce-audiovisuel-public
https://www.arcom.fr/presse/impartialite-du-service-public-de-laudiovisuel-larcom-missionne-bruno-lasserre

16Assessing the sympas

a Key tihsestuer mati on w

Anal ytshhengeffects of ar#aincdl eisn opmamrtahi g¢sipemagel mgeinemat e d
by ar #tcdocrhpelse ngeunatnst i d mqu avlei sattl yshswhi o ofesisr i bi ng
and evatlhueatdonrgt ent novi ewtio€l ¢édhe information war u
the conflict i ni tt hoep eMisd dulpe aE ansetw fiel d of anal ysi s
other two.

ThesseRepwmncluded thissappabgwgshsinof the BBC's covc¢
of t hle¢ hwoasre ttohes tsiyfimpat hy genewehetdi bVYeshé(bBBE€EK, a

Gaz a, the | sraeli s, the Pal psbenaass; the | srael:.i
- sympadtiryectly reflects the emotional tone of me d i
- it is a clear and effective,entry point for asses:s
- it also allows us to assess whether the articles:s

both si des.

On t he subj echOr oHa rsayhnapSaktiahsys,, t hwihso sl eecdtAissre rReefpprptr e
wr i tes:

“Evoking sympathy for both sides of a conflict doe
actilbmstead, it means acknowledging the humanity

This approach promotes a more profound under st a
et hisdcdalndar ds of journalism, ultimately <contri bu
publCreating equal sympathy for di fferent sides i
perspectives are repres,endleldovainndg aac kmwavlh ea@ e d n d
reducing dehumani zati on. This i s i nopoorr ftiacntts faomrd
fostering a dialogue that promotes peacef ul reso

Conversely, by promoting a specitfice agedida par md i
negative stereotypes and prejudices t hat may e x
conflict. This may promote fal secamr fatt hes esda
tensions and hinder efforts towards resdluti on, e

| t i s clear t hat t he sympathy created by t he me ¢
information war, and i n pFaorltliocwiilnagr tihne tehxea nwpalre ooff
and drawing on workweathieedfoue chosketBBE€tudy th
RTBF web articles covering this war.
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| f sympathy is a key issue in the information war
case of the war in the Middl el hBas ti,s itth ec asnu bg lesca o
I Ll Bautzd rst and bril lLiea@&t oebsrseay Geemtéiatlloegd e (dT ruancet sh a
Gal l i mar.d,Il n20i2t4,) s he anal yses ftriloen &b sCcntcoeb eaf 2d0@RrE
i mmedi ately after the massacres perpetrated by Ha
Wh a t Eva I llouz writes about compassion and its ¢

sympathy generated by RTBF articles for certain a

"As we k-hewguksaRouss etaaud |l 'asc e'deapmptaftses i wenr' y hear't
he called human nature. I'n his famous 1754 Disco
Me n, this human n'anatrwer als rdegimggcma mcce at o s ee any
peri sh, especially Jdur fellow human beings

I n hi s 17840 treati se enti tled T he Foundati ons o]

categorical i mperative and saw compassi on ( Mi tl
preci sely because such moralityl eé®ePacmmsinde recesdi p |
"sympathy" to be the strongdstooflimgnte avolveéead:
t hat most encouraged sympathy, in the form of C a
t he most, but al so had et hen dg@oetianttelsets s n upnsbyecrh o 6

experi ments cdmfhrarhet matquuasiof compbaoaidorc.onhkarsal:
t hat compassion is wuniversial, instinctive and in

"The wor k of soci al psychol ogy trheeseemehgensce . ali
expression of compassion can be hindered by thre
di stance between oneself and others who are s uffe
suffering to the victim, ensuffaei igcaré hpeéer ¢ diosea
The | sraeld9. victi ms were thus perceived as di st
strong enough to tope with aggression."

Ev a Il Ll ouz sees the | acka orharcloarp acfs i binatoihey Be,Océd bbb
which mani fests its'edrft dalnogpiacatli chudtarre adt hafo ulgshr ael ,
t hat | sr.bdlet enasyskes echaeo wil l obe ssedwul to bear
reading our resul ts.

Eva | llouz is Director of Studies at the Ecole des Halt
of, among oftxhpelro swaorek sModer ni ty: MTHGea | T i ona bElchgo t 2 i@t ) [Angrad r
De mocrday mier P arTahlel éElned, 02f0 2L20) v, e : An | nquikLg Brtubl CoRd
Happycracy: How the Happiness(PndmseryP&naWHhya klearv €D 01 wWBr) t(
The Experience ofLeloSeuiiln, MoOle2r)n.i t y

’8 October, Généalogie d’une hai,ne.MIdr tueuse (Tracts, G
81 bi d.., p . 12
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2 RepriondgucBel gi um the

conducted in the Unif

Our study replicates, in Belgium and over a period of twelve months, the ChatGPT sympathy
analysis carried out in the United Kingdom for the Asserson Report over a period of four months.

As with the BBC website articles, it seeks to assess whether the articles on the RTBF website covering
the war in the Middle East between 7 October 2023 and 7 October 2024 generate sympathy for six actors
in this war: Israel, Gaza, the Israelis, the Palestinians, the Israeli army and Hamas.

Our study was conducted by the same team of scientists who carried out the ChatGPT sympathy
analysis in the Asserson Report. It uses exactly the same methodology as that analysis (see §2.2).
It benefits from all the work and checks that were carried out to ensure the reliability of the Asserson
Report's findings.

Let's start with the team that conducted the BBC study and the RTBF study. This team of
neuroscience specialists is led by Dr Haran Shani-Narkiss, founder and CEO of Innohives Al Solutions,
a London-based research company.

| nnohoiffiveelsp o wer ed quanti tative research that turns
enabling smart erb,asfas tdeert,i ¢ @& winddreanwse 0 n a net wor k
di sciplines: artifici al intelligence, data science
expands on the work of Rl Me Data Science, the ent
anlaysi s using ChatGPT for the Asserson Report.

Before flaowmmdi nDers Ha rNaanr kS bsasniwa s a Senior Research
Wel L c ome Centre for Neur al Circui ts andHeBewas i au
postdoctoral researcher at this UCL reNazmnmkichs clrerg -
his educati on wi t h a background in musi c, foll ow
computational neurosciencaffono@enhe eEdmon®8rand Bi
Hebrew University of J e reunsoatlieorm.s , Hibse hvaovri ko ufr ® ¢ u soepsi
underlying brain processes and, mor e generally,
behaviour al science.

The Asserson Report explains the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) by its desire "not to be subject
to the subjective judgements inherent in human evaluators". It explains the choice of ChatGPT by 1)
the breadth of its knowledge base, which includes media content from all countries, 2) its nuanced
understanding of human emotions,® 3) its ability to classify forms of sympathy without requiring
extensive prior training, and 4) its ability to process large volumes of data quickly, accurately and
robustly.

°The Asserson Report citeS8EXplisosting GChbhbbhbo6P['ptebBipbsHisct
2023 atditimhernati onal Conference on Affective Computing
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The sympathy study in the Asserson Report used ChatGPT-4, version 4-0613 — a version released in
June 2023 with a knowledge cut-off date of September 2021. ChatGPT-4-0613 has, by default, no
knowledge of events or texts after that date. It therefore knows nothing about the massacres of 7
October 2023 or the war that followed, unlike any human evaluator who would examine a corpus of
articles relating to that war.

Our study on RTBF benefited from all the work and checks carried out for the BBC study, as both
studies use the same methodology and tools.

The Asserson Report on the BBC includes two parallel analyses of sympathy, as well as a positioning of
the BBC in relation to hundreds of media outlets from all countries:

- acomprehensive analysis of BBC content in English and Arabic (articles, photos, videos) by six
lawyers specialising in argumentation and analysis.

The instructions and analysis grids provided to the lawyers are included in Appendix 4 of the
Asserson Report. They are more detailed than the questions asked of ChatGPT to assess sympathy
(see next point). These lawyers held weekly debriefing and experience-sharing meetings with Trevor
Asserson. Twenty per cent of their work was reviewed by a highly experienced lawyer.

- An assessment by ChatGPT-4 of the sympathy generated by the BBC articles in English and
Arabic, using six independent questions for the articles (one question per actor tested) and six
independent questions for the article headlines.

- Using the global database The GDELT Project,' a corpus of 342,559 articles published by 376
media outlets from all countries between 7 October 2023 and 7 February 2024 was compiled,
and then the sympathy generated by the headlines of these articles for Israel and Gaza was
analysed. The work involved in compiling and qualifying the corpus is described on page 35 of the
Asserson Report. The analysis of sympathy conducted on this corpus gives a fairly good idea of the
positioning of the BBC in English and the BBC in Arabic in the global media landscape.

In total, 1,481 BBC articles in English and 574 BBC articles in Arabic, previously translated into
English (translation by ChatGPT, then quality control by humans), were analysed. The comprehensive
analysis of these articles by the six lawyers and ChatGPT's assessment of the sympathy generated
by these same articles yielded very consistent results.

In order to ensure the reliability of the results, Dr Shani-Narkiss's team also carried out the
following checks on a sample of articles (see Appendix 5 of the Asserson Report):

- Teniterations of the same procedure, five times changing the order of the questions and five times
with slight changes in the prompt (the instruction given to ChatGPT);

- Evaluation of the same articles by ten experienced solicitors, each solicitor answering the same
questions as ChatGPT for the entire sample (i.e. ten sets of answers);

"GDELT: Global Database of Events, Language and Tone.

"Supported by Google Jigsaw, the GDELT Project monitor:
every corner of every country in over 1700 | anguages an
sources, emotion,s, | mogad sandquevents dri ving our gl oba

creating a free open platform for computing on the ent.
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- Comparison of the ten sets of answers from the ten human evaluators and the ten sets of answers
provided by ChatGPT;

- Asking ChatGPT to explain its answers when it indicated that a particular article created sympathy
for a particular actor in the war.

These checks showed similar results between the ten iterations of ChatGPT, between the ten human
evaluations, and in the comparison between ChatGPT and the solicitors. ChatGPT also explained its
answers in a completely satisfactory manner.

In view of all the work and checks carried out on the BBC, we chose to focus our study of RTBF on
ChatGPT's analysis of the sympathy created. This choice is based on a Big Data approach, where
individual results, article by article, are like the pixels in an image, and what matters is the image
created by all the pixels together. It allows us to:

e study a | amgle odbglegpus e rea a lLlongtphati adeobftiemei
the nakegoemgg beyond quantitative descriptions

e tdree oufrrsddrhbmman evaluator s,anthheeiirr scunbnjeeccbtnisvsii toyu s
framitnhgesoBel estbnflant

e to obohinddeproduci bBlhea nreessruilgtosr ous scwlkoseée ficolpptr
and reliability have been verified,

e to mo v e from qualitative assessments of amrti cl
assessankimne effect articl elsasheadr eo m na t shien gpyudp a tch y er

e to provide an inoovhtideffsobutiea and questions
content, not to mention the specificities of t he

e teecurprojbeyctusi ngned hnoeddamgpggtyool s t hat have alrea
wi th t,he BBC

e tbe abol ecompare the resuwitsh obiaimedulftoyr RIBFI ne
andsitnhge s a me menteh oBdB Cf oirn Engl iAseha,d i tehoer eBBtCGh an 3 5 (
out |( 8t8s 7))

While it is clear that Artificial Intelligence is transforming the profession of journalism, the production
of news and the public's access to information, it also appears that it will transform the analysis and
evaluation of content produced by journalists and that it may soon be used to assess the compliance
of this content with the requirements of journalistic ethics.

Studies based on Artificial Intelligence are beginning to be published on these subjects.

In France, in November 2025, the Thomas More Institute presented a study entitled "Fair treatment
and political orientation of Radio France's morning programmes"”, which focuses on the main
morning news programmes on France Inter, France Info and France Culture in October 2025, covering
approximately 200 hours of programming, 2,600 journalistic and editorial statements and mentions of
168 political figures. The study assigns each statement an index of hostility or benevolence and each
column or programme an index of left-right orientation. The Thomas More Institute provides the
following answer to the question "Why Al?":
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"Al makes it possible to analyse fairness of treatment and political orientation reliably because it
is not concerned with intentions, but with what is actually said. It applies the same criteria to
each quote: tone, evaluative vocabulary, ideological consistency, without preference for any
guest or political family. Where a human observer selects isolated excerpts or projects their
biases, Al systematically measures the entire discourse and makes the results verifiable and
reproducible. In order not to bias the results, Al establishes these classifications completely
independently, based on all the human knowledge at its disposal.”

22T he fasmemet hod oRiToBgs

for the BBC

I n sprihgn@Wrizebpeglsi cated the RTBF study wusing the s;
BBC sffadyresults therefore focus on t he ssiyxmpatthoyr s
|l srael, Gaz a, |l sraeli s, Palestinians, t he | srael
focused separately on articles including their he
videos embedded in angi thes. or photos i llustrati

For each artilcheofimdéd fcatesr ptbhe,t her or not the ent
each of the six actors studied, and then whether (
the same rse xulatcitrmg si,n twelve resWhts Lt heTRUEubt FA
and an actor i s FALSE, i . e. when Chat GPT responds
actor, t he result does not all ow wus to say whet h
whet her tsheneaurttrdacll,jet igenerates neither sympat hy n

Here we redpcodead nihroddnevsecsr i bi ng t heofli fbee RTIBEt ag:\
Creation of the corpus, 2) Refining and checking
language model (LLM)

""Creation of the corpus of articles from the RTBF

We i mpl emented two compl ementary coll ection strat
features offered by the site.

First, we perfor med an extracti on based on keywo
i nternal search engi ne from a predefined i st of
entities and actors ( ag, Tsahal) Palwesltl nas- Gexia
Semiti s m-Seenig.i sShwmiiatnitci) .
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Secondl y, we systematically identi fiedoraltthaemadatiicd e
-established and maintained bWat hienRT B é&a nAMi adtdol Eea s ¢
EastThese sections reflect the thematic structure
Mi ddl e East affairs.

Onlay ticles pubZiObktadbord 2@2Bobwer 202Acl uded.

2PDat a r e fiamnednewnetr i ficati on

First, duplicates were eliminated. These resulted
with some articles appearing simultaneously i n ke)
t o avoi dr eapnrye soevnetrat i o ubis ediughor inamn ysks, the i de

was based on the examination of similarity measur

I'n a second step, addi ti onal filteri ngaswad @rerifoex
queries in the RTBFté&ei itetnstageantéthcehbhgene,j on s
of articles that were not thematically relevant,
To remedy t his lLimitati on, we conductefly at ferl bctt
presence of at Ll east one of t he ce+btermalt i kseaeny)twewri d sh
body of the text. Articles with no occurrence of

corpus.

Thitswet eop ocmadiet possi bl e t o bui l d a homogeneous,
provi des a robust representati oamds RWBF ' anderdeé laa
linkedSé¢emi aingm duri ng the defined ti me peri od.

S3Franslodtiaan i cles into Engli sh

As we did for the BBC's Arabic article corpus and
contwaethave translatedofall he hea hRelleBeRbes 9 a & d i butsbi lnEga g |
Chat@PTa mo del whose transl ati on perfor mance h a
eval uati ons a'hWe puushbeldi cfaotliloonvsi ng pr ompt

" need a-fdoworeadt| whiveorae possi bl e) transl ation of

Engli s h. Pl ease translate every phrase and word
nuance, and context. Do not Dkicmpamy epamhte dfult
and detail of the original French text."

As pamtr ofquetoé ¥ r ol pweo ctehdeunr ehsa d t he ac oudr ac ) aanpd |
of randomlty asrsll @ac¢ti ebdys hahmeaokdd ansl ators who are na

4] anguage model ( LLM) anal ysi s

As with thweuBRGOG wttud)yiOpenB 648 mGREI , wi t h ([(nmosdedef al
temperatur.,d syestt etmatld.caf t goolcddsesd £irfmy ne whealt thera dtl h e1
expressed sympiaxhyr sowarAdsh e heetf ctliag t e-4-6 &® 13 'GP Tknowl e
was Sept entbheer n200d2e1l, had no knowledge of the attack

"See i n @Bamtcihenalr &4i nagg aG Pnls t Human Translators: A Compr eh
Languages, Domai ns,, &radh ktparldtis Nokewmblesg 2024
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attack trnicshhgardeédcl e waCsP-Asnobmilt teget hetrhei th a fixe

foll owing six binary questions:
"Please answer only YES or NO to the following
1.Does this text create sympathy or | srael?
.Does this text create sympathy or Gaza?
.Does this text create sympathy r the | srael

.Does this text create sympathy or the Palest

~ = = — =
o

.Does this text create sympathy or the | srael

> G A W N

.Does this text generate sympathy for Hamas?

The model s task was strictly limited to produci
questi onlShesmedlel 's memory was erased after each
corpus were therefore independent of each ot her.

knowledge of the war.

Thipgs ocedonsered consi stent, reproduci bl e and exte
sympathy expressedsiixn atchteo rtse xitns tthoewaMiddsd!l e East W a

The corpus Icnonlolheiovteesdi e bRTBF websi te between 7 Octo

compr2,s8&1 articles, an average of 182 afftthelpsr ipe@
studied is 52 weeks and 3 days)

Ilmaturally includes news feeds or "LI VE" updates,
cover t he war i Re g ehred L Misdsd L cef Etahset . numberl nonfo hi pkast
considered each "LIVEdl $eeddnaludesiagiliieclesice@ort
provided that the war in the Middle East was covVve
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The cbspbhsoken down as follows by month and by we

No. 1 - Breakdown by month of the corpus of 2,181 articles
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No. 2 - Weekly breakdown of the corpus of 2,181 articles
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7 October 2023 was a Saturday. I n this s tTuhdey,|l awnsete
point on the weekly curve (week of 5 October 20 2.
October 2024, i . e. 3 days out of 7 .
The period from 7 Octohmed udes7 tDecenmbenc2@23 of 7
l srael. ground offensi ve and t he fir st truce wi t h
corpus, wi th an aver agneaorfl y6 81 0aratri tcil celse sp epre rwedeaky,
Over the foll oRvi Bifg’' sl Owanositthes,coverage of the war
average of 36 amdirieltlhamed5 artikcl @es per day.
The war of 7 October unfolded in several phases.
I n g3 apptre have indicated the key events of t he fir s
showing the number of articles per we e k. These el
cur ve, even though the quantibétiwnhe wmasessmaot @t
study.
Nor does our study focus on RTBF's editorial choi
e the choice to cover or not to cover, on a ¢given
around the worl d,
e the choice to cover one event of the war rather
e the choice to cover this war rather than other i
at the same ti me, or the opposite choice to cove
e the choice to cover a particular repercussion o
ot her national news, or the opposite choice, et c
Edi tori al choices ar e, of cour se, the responsibil
its obligations and commitments (Code of Ethics,
ex post.
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No.-K8y events in the war in the Middle East bet
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principle, there i s no reason why t he edi tor
fferently, evenbasedumédke, putetgnwebso draw on ¢
RTBF's radio and TV medi a.

an artiEdbe ents tRéEABF sel ect t he?”datwve dp &b Diex e an
2i4dqur nal i st Xavi"elrh eL avnebreyr tfi rvsrti tsetse:p i n journali
ety we publi sh one news |[tem and not anot her i
the editori al val ues of the neswsealiumg i Bel gitam
eci ficity, potenti al agdedmes| uéengeheaadkfetxd st e
eci fying RTBF's critbhbei goebntBEREBEL miustr taiscsles
bi ity of its sources, [...] make the inf.ortheati
d'sWe wi [ al ways s eekbhteo nberwisn gi taenm.R TWB Ft h' ptlhuiss' q u ¢
mpl"©ue? case( s¢ e1Pleesw that this is not always t h

th reperdoreus analysed in this study, the fact
spatbhedl yssurprising whemoaumvarwag aolkiomiflihstt o
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urnalists on assignment to the Middle East.
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ticles related to the war in the Middle East on
2Md mi ttedly, this result needs to be refined:

some authors are freelancers, external contri but
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write about the repercussions of the war in Bel g
rification is a lLlong and tedious process because
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The overall resul ts of t he study indicate the to
sympathy for each of t he si x actors studi ed. As
following six independent guestions, an article ¢
e generate sympathy for one, t wo. .. or all si x ac
col umns. This is the case for 1780 articles, or I
e fail to generate sympathy for any of the six act
generate sympathy for any actor.
No. 4 - Number of articles in the corpus generating sympathy
for each of the six actors studied
1600 1413
1400 1263
1200
1000
800 681
668 595
600 408
400
0
Sympathy for Sympathy for Sympathy for Sympathy for Sympathyfor Sympathy for
the Gaza the Israelis Israel the IDF Hamas
Palestinians
I DF = 1|1 srael:i Defence Force or Tsahal, its acr
The number of articles in the corpus that gener alf
groups of actors:
e Palestinians and Gaza are the two actors 65% who
of articles create sympathy for Palestinians anc
e I sraeli s, Il srael and the I DF come neXt% aft ar 1 ieac
generate sympathy for |l sraelis and | srael; 27 % c
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e Hamas comes Ll ast at 19 %, whihcah itsh ea bpoeu tc etnh ragges  toi
corpus that generate sympathy for Pal estinians ¢

The gap bet ween tcheeulfid shhe tewopilgabanigabn deg itrhet he numb
and destruction.

The monthly and weekly curves showing the number

the same three groups of actors throughout t he yeece

jagged and some curves Watpresent otvliee wdheoklty peur o
e the curves for |l srael, I s rvahed ti sc raenadt & sh es yl nlPpFa tahl yme
sympathy for the other t wo.

Journalists and articles therefore seem to consi
whet her reservists or conscripts = all |l sraeli s"”
Thi s equation does not reflect t he dii o ec s imty o
problematic when we add, for example,~alJedws}tostue
term t hat has become synonymous with oppressor (o
while invoking freedom of -Heiltits m.al opinion and
e There is a slight di fference in the curves for P :
Articles t hat generate sympathy for Palestiniar
generate sympathy for Gaz a.

While journalists and articles lLump | sraeli s, | s
between the Palestinian population, whi ch i s one
the main theatre of thi Sedvawi amdHamas teecatuoe yi t
e A curve for Hamas that is far removed from t he ¢
Journalists anmnvderayr tcilcelaers dnhasktei nacti on bet ween, on
peopl e and the territory of Gaza, and on the o
Hamasyen though Gazans often seemed more ambival
bl aming Ha ma s for their lLiving condi tions, not
Authority and supporting the ™attack carried out
Whiile is far from the curvéhefeour@az4doandHamas P
curves for |l srael, the |l srael\Wes winldl trhet UrDiF toor e
secti2on 3.

“On the state of opinion in Gaza, see i"nl spfaaretb cwd ra:r [teha

popul ari ty for Hamas and outri ght rejection of Presi de.
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Il n order to make the graphs morewe ewidlbblffoauwsl iomr

this report on the results for l srael under t he h
for Gaza under t he headings eGapacaadt iPad estifoicans
Ha ma'®s

Al though it stabilises from December 2023 onwar ds
month to mont h and, even mor e s o, from week to we
entire 12 months, we calesulgerdadr athiengpesycmmdtalgye fodr
for Gaza each month and each week.

Gr a pph sa ,sch oAv, for the for mer, the monthly percent aj
the LlLatter, the weekly percentages. I n both graph
for each article, the questhndntbat gumpbdtbn génsya
for Gaza are asked separately. I n other words, t h o
to 100 %.

No. 6 - Percentage of articles generating sympathy
for Israel each month and percentage of articles generating

sympathy for Gaza each month
100%

90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

™ ™ D D ™ ™
< : eox & \@o . s o & VQJ\/ Q\fb‘\ﬂ/ \\)(\f]/ S \)\,'1/ ?9%’1/ %@Qﬂ/ < v

—— Sympathy for Israel —— Sympathy for Gaza

NB: the results for October 2024 cover only
"When we indicarnfepr slysnpaethy in the caption, this means
sympathy for Il srael wi thout generating sympathy for G
generate for the four ot her a c teo rcsa pstti uodni e"ds.y nmiphae hsga men L
when we indicate in the caption "sympathy for both Il sr
generate sympathy for |l srael AND sympathy for &heafor eg

the other four actors.
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Percentagesthper" Syompathy for Gaza" curve is signi
|l srael " curve for 11 of the 12 months, particular
It has two peaks, one in March 2024 with 75% of 8

May with 72%. Once the portion of the curve for 0]
in the corpus creati ng 0s% nipoart hly0 foourt Gafz al 2i smoanbt ochvse.

The "Sympathy for |l srael " curvetiiss ait mpd ethévpipvieg vieas t
that i n t he mont h of tdret i7Zcl @cst ogbeenre rrad § g cbrdeYysmp a t
outnumbered those gener aAt3ipfmg sympathy for |l srael
No. 7 - Percentage of articles generating sympathy
for Israel each week and percentage of articles generating
sympathy for Gaza each week
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—— Sympathy for Israel —— Sympathy for Gaza
NB : the results for the week of 5 October 2024
Percentagesthpelt Swmpht hy for Gaza" curve is above

48 out of 53 weeks.

This curve reached its highest Level, 8 8 %, during
by the Prosecutor of the I nternational Cri minal C
I nternational Court of Justice on 25 May)

The percentage of articles generating sympathy f
beginning 7 October 2023. However, this Llevel i s
Gaza" cur ve: 59% versus 88%.

©https://jonathas.org



https://jonathas.org/

There is a clear i mbalance in the sympathy gelner a
From 7 October 2023 to 7 October 2024, RTBF plubli
sympathy for Gaza as articles generating symplat hy
However, did RTBF's coverage of the war in thpe Mi:
At this stage, it is difficuldt to answer this |ques
war may also reflect the ([smde8B)l @ hces of the war| its
Several other findings, dcddeddemnve whpedhdi alr eatctosrsti [sdre n
We explai hbhthemibyence of a bias in favour of Gaz
0
322 Nearly 20% of the
Of cour se, RTBF wi Ll deny supporting Hamas. It Wi
Hamas as a terrorist organisation. Similarly, t he
Hamas wi Ll mo s t cbattanhalynsaenptitbatofhdpging so.
Nevertkcoenhesary to all expectations given the horr
13% and 25% of RTBF articles on the war in the Mi
montflkkxcluding October 2024, which is not represer
are included in the corpus)
©https://jonathas.org
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No. 8 - Percentage of articles in the corpus generating sympathy
for Hamas each month
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e Massacres of civilians ( me n, wo me n , children, i
(Ki bbutz Be'eri, Kfar Az a, etc.)
e Grenade attacigsunardid emaoanhitrhee audi ence at the Nov
e Host-agking: abduction of 251 peopl e, including
peopSleev.er al of them have since died in captivity
e Sexual vi ol ence: rape, muti lation and sexual abu
of wi tnessestem. post
e Attacks on first responders and medical infrastr.u
and killed while responding to emergencies
e Psychological war fare: di ssemination of vi deos ¢
sending these videos to the victims' contacts vi
"Even those most grimly accustomed to human sava
of these masslaacreens:and babli @ask ki ahge, asepwalntvi ol
of rare intensity, entire families burned to de
singing c¢crowds, all fil med with gl ee alnhdi sb rwaasd caa s
new regime of atroci ty: far from hiding,si hge te
GoPro cameras and browrddears® liimaeg.es of their m
No. 9 - Percentage of articles generating sympathy
for Hamas each week and percentage of articles generating
sympathy for Israel each week
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— Sympathy for Hamas —— Sympathy for Israel
NB: the results for the week of 5 October 2024 c
YEva 18 lQoutzober: Geneal oglyr aoGfa lsal i Viiarrtdu,0o ups. Hlat r e d
©https://jonathas.org :
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I n g9(arpehs ul t st by 'wWyehkpathy fshrowdapaakcsaldltbwde arathsi
The hi ghest point on thi s cur ve, 46 %, i s the week
for Ha ma s, out of a total of 2 6. Il n addition to H
four of t hese 12 artinol et$ SGhahdr il t Ha ridaesed senl & renai ,onm d
who was killed in Beirut on 2 JanuartyheEwveaoveéeradag
the elimination of a terrorist, wi thout mentionin
f oifa ma s .

The second peak on this cur ve, 35%, i s the week C
for Hamas out of a total of 4 8. Thirteen of these
hostages in exchange fvoern pirfi stohnee rjsa u rHnearlei sttgse idni,d
articles on the truce and the rel ease of host age
condi tions ended up gener ati ng styhmpsa tchryg afnoirs aa ma
considera¢tibost gestand the population of Gaza.
The third peak, 33 %, occurred during the week of
sympathy for Ha ma s . It i s similar to the first pea
eli mination of | s mambsHawhgpetwas!l EadeedofnHTehran
where he was staying. Once again, etvheeni ri fc otvheer ajgoeu
death of the Hamas |l eader ended up creating sympa
This point is worth noting because journalists' p
thanwhdodthout considering the effect sl htelye inra ya rtthiucsl, e s
intending to or even being awar e of it generate
themselves would strongly disapprove of.

Whil1T®% of the articles in the corpus giemneirmpemr tsg mt
adtdhat the "Sympathy for Ha mas" curve is above t he

The two entities may boeoatthhdy waarre wh ath | asta eablllo tthheen , sdaem

state, a me mber of t,hewhceormemuev d ryy corfe niast i fomee to
governmentHamaspoiwer a t er rwhroisset cohragratneirs acdpg eoml,y adv
which has ruled Gaza with an | sl amist di ctator shi
to kill, rape and kidnap | srael:. civilians, and w

asuman shiel ds.

So how can we explain t he 19% of articles EXpPr es
expected a figure closer to 0%? How can we explain
Hamas outnumbered those expressing sympathy for I

To answer thweepgtuefsbor wastihat hwpbt hbsi sorroborate
the followinhepaexdgntaemlkse: of a bias in fawvo®&iIT BbT s
coverage of t he wlalre i sny mphet HMi dgdd rbeyrEaateebd L fyo r2 OH@ noaf s
would be the result of t his bi as.

"A bias is a distortion that |information under goe
t he fir st case, t he subj ect sel ect s i n"ftwo r ha 8 h a h;
psychol oEiancgcodiemnLe Ny

V) edFmancoi GommeMNty, [ ' espri.t Pmmdduyi tEddu i oenrss Odi le Jacob,

©https://jonathas.org
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The distortion is not usually conscious. The fact
not necessarily mean that there is aidebfhematesiu
mi si nformati on.

Wh a t could be the cauWe oobmpt g i noatfh eh hjppaatishde shsadv e
ori ginated, we l RO Bi8f otrlree B rOicrhiodge r FadoBuEr nal i sts on t

Palestinian conflict, in their greater $ ¢ me iaftohry i t vy
t hrral estini ans, whose cause aBnedc asutsrbuighgbliocsssg ardi pg s
we call it "the origimnal bi as"

The presence 1 8%oaof apt puabesf expr ewsosuilndg bsey mapna tehxyp t
of t he ori ginal bi adsi.ffiTchuilst ywosuolntde rRelflBeFc ©j noduér emnai Lni gs t
Ha mas' actions

Even though the results of the study (see §3.1) s
hand and Gaza and the Pales,tiinn atnhdi eso rcratdheg, ustt h dire,s i
| hhe @®fyetshese,j obhrenahidst asamely t he oPanli,edtgibreird uad a
andownplay the means or i nstrument, namely Hamas,

es gener

Ther ¢ waacse many articles generating sympathy for Ga

for IHowa a/ le.r , as in any war, there are deat hs, i nj
both ¢idescel.i popul ati ons near t he borders of Ga
sympathy for one side or the other separately, or
ti me?

While the war affects both sondky 28% ohethecavtich
take a dual perspective and generate sympathy for

From 7 October 2023 to 7 October 2024, 45% of art
sympathy for |l srael, whi Ll e, conversely, 17% of ar
sympat hy Tfhoer fGarznae.r are 2.5 times more numerous th

©https://jonathas.org ll
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No. 10 - Breakdown of articles
based on the sympathy generated for Israel,
for Gaza, or for both

= Articles that do not generate
sympathy
= Sympathy only for Israel

m Sympathy for both Israel and Gaza

= Sympathy only for Gaza

view of i ts &ommd metng ss t( JteesomSnli.asl d ,seee , el d mp @

BF not habal asaeghti t so cover aMoer eo fg etnheer awad ry , mame?
mmi t ment s, generating asawydampBohyther vblod yanm nted st |
humani sation ofothesotvhet i snsTchEeemacnodu roavgeersl a chkee .o |
opiansi obhrs ,Ha-Nan k&b anpodhlastsse Rugrd 5 & &)

e smal.l
ffi cul ty
eir ci vi
at si de

portion of the corpus phabebflgatesth
rnalists have in reporting, in the s
n popul ati ons, as i f it were easier,
ne.

— 5
— - 0 =
O o € O

wever, in the articles generating sympatwhayy fiadar
di ffi cul t to recall t he eveWatss itthasto ldeidffitcou ltthits
ssacres of 7 October triggered this war and tha
ntioning these facts would probably have been e
nerate sympathy for Il srael

whylonmtwre o®arenRPypot hesi s, here too, is that S
anding i nter pr eRraalteisotni nofahbkcteo ihisoaebi t he Pal es
rraftTheesnassacres of 7 Q chti ekt eerr prieimcceo ot eel U ot a
ffi culty in understanding these massacres.

the absence of a greater number of articles ge.
t havepsodglke toughly the same number of articl
fferi ng offl hrkotqhuesitd @:n? may,asewen sbsutdsaebdt)d8Beb
BdF d j ust tthteatfirst few days @Oot d bevd .nigt tdiedg miad staam t
tent R since bet ween 7 and 31 October 20%3,f otrhe
za (106 articles) than articles expressing symp

/ / jonathas.org
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BF generally Llost si ght of this quest forasbal an

own i hlgAaphcles generating only sympathy for (
ticles generating only svyimpautahtyh gyfoamroi Ins rt cheel ,n eawss
ne months to generate sympathy for |l srael, ever
ld in Gaza and the rocket and missile alerts tre
No. 11 - Monthly breakdown of articles according to sympathy expressed
for Israel, Gaza, or both
132
70
76 = 7
71 93 49 10
23 [ °° . B M [E =8
18 18 19 20 18 26
> . i 58
38 46 28 24 40 42 36
Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-24 Feb-24 Mar-24 Apr-24 May-24 Jun-24 Jul-24 Aug-24 Sep-24 Oct-24
M Articles not generating sympathy B Sympathy only for Israel
B Sympathy for both Israel and Gaza B Sympathy only for Gaza
NB: the results for October 2024 <cover only s
attrhibsatei ffi culty in reporting on the | sraeld:9
r and hostagda hea ptriT\ietnya & shhilaasseids ndarmad anced otfreatr
e war in the Mihdodlueg ktEaasdetr eslatyu dR Telsé . (ssoeueg h&t 4 tto)i , L L U
ased tamredtsnteont i ts persistence during the summert
ticles studied, which ends on 7 October 2024.
r anal ysi s f ocuses on RTBF's coverage of t he

i mi nati ohh arfi fAnamssd atthe declaration of famine by
ase Cl assiHKiccratdaomh (dfPCtlhese t heocieeenetwsen@lgean,c yRT R

whi ch iats rigl ideodes f or 74% of the artiuaopen i eaad.i
ese dispatchewsl,d jhaveradslsead t he mswehlivcehs wsoelveedr ahla v
etne uppl e me n t t heT e smdtt dcdhee ss o, and we once again
as as an explanation.
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J4 From

1
eHpressin

Let us now focus on the Hieswedrhriete waaksa ofes hef \
start of the | sraeld. army's ground offensive.

No. 12 - Number of articles published each week
generating sympathy for Israel and number of articles published
each week generating sympathy for Gaza
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—— Sympathy for Israel —— Sympathy for Gaza
The "Sympathy for Il srael” and "Sympathy for Gaza'
During the week beginning 7 October, RTBF publi sh

articles) than articles generating sympathy for G
moraer t i cles generati(Mg)saytmmatlheys fgoern eGazta(n3gl )sy mpat |

Grap®,howi ng t he rbeyday tlsahsoimssa tdhay articles express
ceased to outnumber articles expressing sympathy
massacres and three days bef ocAlAht heHes pi,b aalno henviethat
t hat mar ked the early days of the war and whose g
several reactions.

RTBEoserage of t PAeh l @ x Heoostbhi et rarl et lo Al o n,e | fl colblgadvReTdB F ' s
analgfsiists owmn ctowoerlapgnegr er ti b lead bowodfe whaostiehg i n a l bi
andonfirmatilom ®béatsi on 4a 2 g u avlei tparteisveentanal ysi s of
explosi on.

©https://jonathas.org m



https://jonathas.org/

No. 13 - Number of articles generating sympathy for Israel
and number of articles generating sympathy for Gaza
between 7 and 27 October 2023
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- Sympathy for Israel == Sympathy for Gaza

We have already described the massacres of 7 Octo
recall the main events that followed until 28 Oct
e Al most daily bombings of Gaza by | srael and roclk
e 7 October: 1,188 dead and 4,834 wounded in | sr ace
e 9 October: | srael announces the blockade of Gaz
Gaza

e 10 October: first access for journalists to the s
e 13 October: staonPadestheei anacuatiildomans

e 16 October :or gamiedsdcsr efermsytn g f or journalists of r

massacres

e 17 October explosi-Aml i nHodbpepi talurtyard of Al

e 17 October Journalists gain access to Abu Kabir
e 19 October publication in | srael of the names ¢
e 20 and 23 October: release of two American hostze
e 21 October fir st humani tarian convoys enter Gaz e
e 25 October a total of 6,546 dead and 17, 439 wol
e 28 October Il sraeli army begins ground offensi ve
This chronology of the start of the war shows t ha
of the massacres of 7 October, t hat it had been 1t
for we e k s, and that iah pagubkabrcant édo mtTshhee see iwavso
therefore scope for articles generating sympathy

©https://jonathas.org E
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No. 14 - Weekly sympathy ratios, calculated on the basis
of the number of articles generating sympathy for Gaza (A)
and the number of articles generating sympathy for Israel (B)
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Sympathy ratio A/B (Gaza/lsrael) Neutrality Sympathy ratio B/A (Israel / Gaza)
The red curve (Gaza/lsrael) i si nv eFreyb rjuaagrgye d ,A pwiitlh
2024. | t is almost always above the green curve of
as many articles generating sympathy for Gaza as
it pudb laits hlee a st four ti mes as many articles gener
sympathy for |l srael
The red curve even has two lLarge peaks, indicatin
generating sympathy for Gaza than articles gener af
and the week of 25 May 2024.
I n compari son, the bl ue curve representing the i
al most always below thd tgr ey akuriwe onfl yneQutirdal iltty.i
of 28 September 2024.
Il n par3dgr aveh saw t hat j ust one week after t he mas:
articles generating sympathy for Gadhet napiartcrob
of the "l srael?" and "Gaza" curves al so appears h
striking.
As the war progressed, there were weeks when RTBF
for Gaza than articles generating sympathy for | s |
curve (Gaza/hh&arboee)nvierr sgerlayph t he massacres committ
followed by the gradual realisacowhdior  shaeldol a-
a large peak at the very beginning of the blue cu
Thi s wa s n oetv etnh et hcoausgeh, t hese massacres shocked t |
articles to the situation in the Mi ddl e East that
number of articles) and | srael's ground offensi ve
©https://jonathas.org u



https://jonathas.org/

Wh 'y di d RTBF publ i sh only 1. 4 ti mes mor e articl
expressing sympathy fwhreanGperakdofi hfget dhtnsveenaprsietr v
f ocGrazcaoul d Ll egitimately have been anticipated?

Our explanatioms, ddiirgienalgabinghbk. t heir fil mebdr oaanddc assotm

vi olence, followed by ththedsecmassgcpéstouhnhucednt
t hat sees Palestinians as victims whose just caus
Ifthe ratio of sympathy for |l srael foibBazmasies s o b

RT BHal ahocreadt heompenksateatticles creating sympathy
sympathy for Gaza.

RT B&c hi etvheidso mp e n s"antaiionnl y through articles reporti
Palest(imommisngs, evacuations, concern about t hreat
a ground offamdi tbroeghk. articles contextualising
ultimately downplaying them.

Among those invited by RTBF to analyse the Hamas
were Francois Dubuisson, professor of internati on:
Hi gher l nstitute of Def ence and the UL B, Bi char a

and Research on the ConCleonpwaiamy &dAmdbPMolilppeatHea
Amnesty Bel gi um:

e Fran®aoabsi sson on RTBF news, 7 Octoéberi s(wetr yi mnaenlp
remember theaodnteaxt | s probably what i s mi ssin
which focuses solely on the attack and condemns
contlextshould be remembered that the illwligiadhtie
has mai ntained a military bl ockaAdemiadg atianrsyt bQd aozce
equivalent to aggreasionalunbew in

e War in the Mi ddl e East: Ha mas' at t ac k7 cOchtledsb ears:
cl ear t hat the constant factor for years has be
Tel Aviv has no intention of backing down," ex p
certainly a root cassagoft ovwhgt we aiame IBsircanesls ai s
constantly violati.ng .i.ntJjerWhayt idooncasl [rEulreosp e ] cond
around thwet woatl din I srael, despite the fact t ha
prov'end?s ks the professor emeritus.

e "There are violations of "sianytse rAnnant ei sotnya | B el lLagni uormm  dbi
Hens man& OctCotverl:i ans are being deliberately tar
when bui l di ngs ar e bombed, warl sxrraierthds raenal bat n
civilians in the same way that .Halmaesr eath awd sb chan
taki ngs, as | sraeli9. civilians have been taken t
the Fspeesking Belgian section of A"'nthleesaryl yl,n ttehrenr
violations of intennati amal wlaawcon mest bn both s

e | sr-Gada war : are these acts 10f Ott@iodiceeinrs lheo oy ywaa

at the Royal Military Academy and tshpee cfimel jlsitne |
someti mes separates tetrorism from resistance.

©https://jonathas.org E
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-au-proche-orient-lattaque-du-hamas-arrive-a-un-moment-historiquement-symbolique-11268105
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-au-proche-orient-les-affaires-etrangeres-nont-pas-connaissance-deventuelles-victimes-belges-il-y-a-des-violations-du-droit-international-des-deux-cotes-precise-le-directeur-damnesty-belgique-philippe-hensmans-11268526
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-au-proche-orient-les-affaires-etrangeres-nont-pas-connaissance-deventuelles-victimes-belges-il-y-a-des-violations-du-droit-international-des-deux-cotes-precise-le-directeur-damnesty-belgique-philippe-hensmans-11268526
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-au-proche-orient-les-affaires-etrangeres-nont-pas-connaissance-deventuelles-victimes-belges-il-y-a-des-violations-du-droit-international-des-deux-cotes-precise-le-directeur-damnesty-belgique-philippe-hensmans-11268526
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-sagit-il-dactes-terroristes-ou-de-crimes-de-guerre-11269554
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> C 5 C oS0

>

| sr-Geda war : "Eradicating Hamas, i1s3 aO'tdtdonbpelee:treelt y r
realistic objectivesHamasoundogbt&d&d®y bwamkddhiooy,
techni cal barrier separ pteirtmhgapBa xd llr amflewr d esliria et
a handf ul of hos twhge sw,o utt wo ber etalkkieee, t o manage:
them to negotiate the release of mhegaticaltse o e IGmiz
to build certagswmchndsg datparct ur e

I n
cr
al

t us be clear: what we are pointing out here i :
tter, moreover, whether we agree or disagree wi:
at we are pointing out here is the choice to "s
r speicntwimye tbawhptadegsmpnce again making it di ffi cul t
d generating a spike in sympathy for |l srael at
rwken we compare this blue curve with the red "C
d has several peaks bet ween October 2023 and
bsegeerkl yo balance its coverage of t he war in
e case in favour of Gaza during the week of 7 O
process that works solely in favour of one side
nohmissckeesd Chat GPT separately, for each article in
eated sympathy for caRmaloysitrmg tshe saympatshys tarde
onhe is interesting for four reasons:

The headline is théeétgapawppseoi shemoaetitoleaptur
and make them want to click or read than to i nfc
The title i s v erlyt sehxoprrte stsye s d afi ncihtoii ocne., an angl e
infor mat i ®dme s not allow for nuance, precision or
Headlines are often designed or reworked by jour
and wr i te Tthheey arretflieccltest.the i dentity of the media
Some members of the public onbywydreadmtheeheadpi
solely on t hese el ement s, whi ch ar e not intendec

©https://jonathas.org m
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-eradiquer-le-hamas-est-un-objectif-parfaitement-inatteignable-11271069
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fir st finding thhid sembagdbsnésogegepphte

less syn

each of the Tdix diantdomg sStsudiaedll y surprising:
f ewer wor ds t han t he articles they introduce, an
sympathy than the articles as a whole.

No. 15 - Number of titles and number of articles in the corpus

generating sympathy for each of the six actors studied
1600
1413
1400 = 1263

1200

1000

809 798

800 681 668
595

600

408
400
262 248 222
200 I I l 112
0 H

Sympathy for Sympathyfor Sympathyfor Sympathyfor Sympathyfor Sympathy for

the Gaza Israelis Israel the IDF Hamas
Palestinians
second result is consistent with the

PB hows t hat the sympathy generated for

results

each a (

dlGmaemsB hows the ratio between the number of he
h dWet oni g ht have expected to see a reduction by
dlines for each oThibei sinlobctbescassadi ed.
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70%

60% 57%

50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Palestinians

No. 16 - Ratio between the number of sympathy-generating
headlines and the number of sympathy-generating articles

63%

38% 37% 37%
27%
Gaza Israelis Israel IDF Hamas
interpreted as foll ows: when two artic
srael, the probability that the headl:i

le the probhbdistetcygndhattitblee hwiadl i gen e

ed on thamsd fraegarndloeanes of tpbeopihieawhiowoceeadf t hle
hout clicking to access the articles are more
a than to headlines that generate sympathy for

s e c twieloono k3e. d3 ,a t the breakdown of articles in the

Grap®&an be

second for |

i s 6 3 %, wh i

only 37 %.

Bas

wi t

Gaz

I n

for | srael ,H
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No. -Blr’feakdown of the corpus accordi

generated for |l srael, Gaz a, 0

Breakdown of articl Breakdowhtilnefst he cor
m Articles not generating sympathy = Sympathy only for Israel
m Sympathy for both Israel and Gaza = Sympathy only for Gaza

The much shorter f or mat of the headli nemeamidatt he
only 1% of headlines generate sympathy for both |
54% of the titles in the corpus generate sympathy
25% of t he Tahiptsii @9es ncrease when moving from artic
absence of headlines generating sympathy for bot
proportionally, to the smaller nusnbaeel odl dreea.dllime
from 45% to 35% ( Gaza) is a 22% decrease, while g
Il n a way, the headlines amplify the expreddvioor, ofv
presented a focus on the sympathy generated by th
hi ghlightingsetchoanede k f odmtthlkee war onwards, articles
became more numerous than articles generating sym
weekly percentages of headlines creatingtbgmoptahéy.
They do not even crbsesmathehweekr pfb@gOphobgpg onwe
sympathy for Gaza outnumbered those creating symp
Over the twelve months as a whole, the weekly per
vari es bet ween 4% and 23 %, whi le the percentage (

between 21% and 69 %, wi thwterk&sexception of the | a

©https://jonathas.org E
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No. 18 - Percentage, per week, of headlines and articles
generating sympathy for Israel and sympathy for Gaza

Sympathy for Israel in Headlines - - = —= in Articles

Sympathy for Gaza in Headlines - - - - in Articles

I n Gi@9@phhe monthly breakdown of headlines accordi
solely for Gaz a, or for bot h, also shows this str
articles to headlines.

I n Line with the resvsuing thecpeyi opdebfere@meBAetdl Bhe
generated sympathy solely for Il srael and 10@GGvikeaad
though this period covered the massacres of 7 Oct
vi olence, and the | srael:.@ army's ground offensi ve

©https://jonathas.org m
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No. 19 - Monthly breakdown of headlines according to the sympathy

300 generated for Israel, for Gaza, or for both simultaneously
250
200
55 83
150
29
71 = 14 53
100 55 18
12 1=
o 16
50 B P 101
77 7
39
0
Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23 Jan-24 Feb-24 Mar-24 Apr-24 May-24 Jun-24 Jul-24 Aug-24 Sep-24 Oct-24
= Articles not generating sympathy = Sympathy only for Israel
» Sympathy for both Israel and Gaza m Sympathy only for Gaza
NB: the results for October 2024 cover only
The amplification in the headlines of the bias in
evident 20 gmapmliesi h show the weekly evolution of
di vi deSdy nbpyat hy f or Il srael ".

GraNb. c2tmpares the evolution of tBisphalNoou&éds an
headlines and compares the evolution of tdh ev i rdaetdi o
by Sympathy for Gaza".

I n sedtiwe Bointed out t hat the curve fmao.)t2as r a

jagged, with two peaks at 7, meaning two weeks wi
Gaza than articles creating sympathy for Il srael
We are no longer in the same order 6bomagnireddeée i w
curve has two peaks above 20, meaning two weeks w
for Gaza than headlines generating sympathy for I
eeks where theaendatliDo wieskasbonwher® t he2tabhaocei $ habi
three weeks have been removed, t heaiivn vdee$dg sbpya 8 h y o f
za'%) al most flat and always below the neutrality

©https://jonathas.org m
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No. 20 - Weekly Gaza-to-Israel sympathy ratios
25.00 for corpus headlines and articles.

20.00
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10.00

5.00
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(19‘1,

\"Q\

N
Ratio for Headlines - = = Neutrality - = = Ratio for Articles
No. 21 - Weekly sympathy ratios, calculated from the number
of headlines generating sympathy for Gaza (A) and the number
of headlines generating sympathy for Israel (B)
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Sympathy ratio A/B (Gaza/lsrael) = = = Neutrality Sympathy ratio B/A (Israel / Gaza)
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evewa@aamrgreo o

compar

How does RTBtFo cootnhpearr emd chi @ tsu tcloevtesr age of t HMe war
retur nAstsoe Rshged ot answer this question.

Ratio of '"Sympathy for Gaza' to '
for the period from 7 October 2023 t
Articles Headl i nes
RTBF cor pu 1. 72 3. 11
BBC corpus i 1.50 2.90
he ratio of " Sdimpiad't®y dhpoart hGya zfao"r Il srael " is highe

n Engli sh, both fofrtnabptheltewoadd, headléwesy arti
n either, mtthieaeoarkeemore articles and headlines
h e BBC.view of t he bi ases B hAs sperrBseapmdinte st hlkei grhullitg
ontroversies that have marked the BBh@& sf accotv etrhaagte
rati os are highertr at RTBF than at the BBC corrobor
bi ased.

o+ - =

Bel ow, wesomee®éEnt he pubbiicroaoantirogetdiee8BC's cove
Mi ddl e East:

e Since 2021, the United Kingdom has placed the e
organisations, thereby extending t he 2001 desi
Despite t his offit hiea IBBE€!l asesfiufsddastmasn ,ared er t s me mb
"terropiesftesr"ri ng mit hiet atnethsmc h it considers mor e

legitimising.

To justify this Llexical choice, John Si"mpesrano,r iisnt
woul d amount to"wkad ltismmgsahmoptubd-wtki whowbaol docodart
the BBC's claim to objectivity... whi ch has no g
t o-Qmleda or Il slamic State (18S)

NB: RTBF describes Hamas as a terrori st organi sce

©https://jonathas.org m
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On 17 October 2023, the BBC relayed, wi thout cr
explosi-Ahl at HAbIpi ¢ adorrespondent, Jon Dgnmiemomhe
scale of the explosi on, it [ was] di ffi"cul t t o s ec¢

NBWe and&®TBFE&s coverage nofsetchtiisone x4p.l20s i on

On 27 October 2023, Rami-bB&Bsbdyemy réebpomBdBenits, Bs
message calling on his Ttoédttlaegnu ean'ttantnharailodp $tarbtehaen st
describe | srael

I n November 2023, a BBC journalist attributed t
profession&hsfat hobpi Abl compl ex, whereas the |
that it was sending -sedakiad @ ttemarsds a n @l shdeir sBtBiCgp al tait et
acknowledged tdhhmtenrnhors ovamstrary to T ts wuswual edi

Il n January 2024, star presenter Gary Lineker s h e
Academic and Cul tural Boycott of |l srael) on soc
and describing | sratdgdendepiedati ons in Gaza as
The BBC deemed that this post @drdy nloitn evkieorl arteev
deleted it under public pressure. He Ll eft the BE
an®Semitic i mage.

On 1 February 2024, BBC Arabic sought the analy.
whom it preSiemdepgende main ,mielviktomaurgyh a xhmee rgte'ner al ha
October atheckiaesmal"i.tary miracle

On b5 February 2024, t he BBC di smi ssed i ts contr
medi a t hat s he had reféhoeéedbabdx hbhd He b ot &b g i b ¢
paralites

On 4 June 2024, Qasim Sheikh, a cricket consul t
hadapologise for suggesting on social mediHa t hat
posted a montage showing Benj amin Netanyahu,
moustaches, Ubwodeontboé "Child Killers

July 2024, when qubasiednedl atmmousti Maylksehandib
sai d it used contributors with a wide range of C

Mayssaa Abdul Khaltledkeathl bdEnd sdeafedicced a jour nal
about Hi tler ba@8nbedubsngi beWismpsamnied ! aassd aimbs ooy t i
"occupied Palestinian territories

n

On 28 July 2024, a BBC article on Hezboll ah's d
t he he"aldelni ndee ad | n r o ecokcectu paiteth cGo loann | s r ael i

//jonathas.org u
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This headline omits any mention of Hezboll ah, t h
struck childrenToplaygytia,g tfloiod batldi. ke, which c¢cl ai
aged 10 to 20, i s the deadliest attack against I

The headline wa s changed a few hours Later. A
"developing story, amen'ded as facts were confir me

e On 18 September 2024, J er emy Bowen, t he -dBBQCG' s i
semi nalaméhsatWwaseld ablfeosocasedl ty Higualeso i e Garrziab
AsseRespmstdef aat ory

e On 6 November 2025, Thepbalte drya pfho rpmelrl ijsohuerdn ad i s
commi ssioned by the BBC, denouncing bias on sevVve

Following the release of-Géememsalrepforthe TBBWCDaanmna.

Director of MNemwsg otbéegnediticisms, the report ¢
Apr il 2025, BBC Arabic featured "APemeotn2sd "8 g mas, wt
Samir Elzaenen,buwmo ngallswofressholditt lbegerc Adiizvad™ s ol ve
everytimi mgp'ci al medi a posts, 244 ti mes. BBC Ar a

choice of cersain contributo

Anot her c¢ ommptahr itshoen resul ts odonrnrheb Arsastea s ofhT RFEe'pso rki

of the war i n tthhkee sMinbdlteh yE aasnta:l ysi s, whi ch f ocuse:
342,559 articles publi shed between 7 October 2023
the worl d, accessible via the GDELT Project datab
Af ter asking Chat GPT whether each headline genere
Gaza on the othMNar kDssHarvbea®haealcul ated, for eac
t heNumber of headlines genertahteNmgnbey mpdt thyeafddii n & ¢
sympathy for |l srael ", placing the higher number i

than 1. They then asked Chat GPT to i dentoinf yt hme chiea
pagednmedia outlets linked to Muslims (in green)
in countries with the highest rati os.

Wh a t is important in the graph below is the overyv
on a si nf[gHhe grxdph begins on the L eft wi th the me
sympathy ratios. It ends on the right wi th the mec
Unsurprisinglyg afflidnadleid anme d] ewidsehwli sths Che .ogi,c l € h i
Ki ngdom), whi ch appear in blue, are heavily repre
fam Ar ab, Mus-biffiml oat Fldskciomntri es, which appear i n

ri ght end of the axis.
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|l nnohhase sreproduced this greaxpgh),pagedi ng RTBF ( see

RTBF appears quite tbhaimsserom n@etnBavbiptypamn posi tion
and asttaoamgi ng supporter of thebRaweeni inthab Bg@Biusl

t he BBCA,ratwhicch i s on t he s ame L evel as medi a o]
Palestinians and/ or against |l srael, such as He z b c
channel Al Jazeer a, whose programmes uimn byngWVi opea
Beyond t he positioning and neitghhaktouirts iosf eRnltBiFr, e L1
internationally rémowmneecrmddica waut laemmtrsah é oMiofl d s g mE
favour of Gaz a, but also in favour of |l srael (The
many headlines c¢creating sympathy for I sSheaescd mesd ihae
outlets include CNN, CNBC, The Times and The Stan
Thertthémsenfooneed to have a sympathy ratio in favour
cover the war in the Middle East.

Further more, whet her a p r-wivmnagt e o-wnendgii,@ h ltoi ubtelreatl , h apsr
conseredittiloirei @a,l whet her it favours | sraelis or Pal
owners to deci de, provided that the public regul a

On the otvheerfinhdolkl, ewmadn ca public media outlet, fun
choosesarmsd dteltsus | oses si ght of the i mperative of [
treat ment of the news.

©https://jonathas.org m
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More headlines generating sympathy for Gaza More headlines generating sympathy for Israel
x16 x8 x4 x2 1 x2 x4 x8 x16

F 3

- ENGLISH.PNN.PS

. AUAZEERA.COM
. ALMANAR.COM.LB
* BBC ARABIC

. GULFNEWS.COM

. . . THEGUARDIAN.COM
Ratio between headlines

generating sympathy
for Gaza and headlines
generating sympathy for

Israel = 3,11 for RTBF

+« RTBF.BE

. AOL.CO.UK

. AL-MONITOR.COM

. BBC ENGLISH

. CHANNEL4.COM
. PAKISTANTELEGRAPH

L REUTERS.COM

. INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

. TIME.COM

. STANDARD.CO.UK

. SKY.COM

. CNBC.COM

. CNN.COM

. MIRROR.CO.UK

. INDIATIMES.COM

. THETIMES.CO.UK

. YAHOO.COM

TELEGRAPH.CO.UK

HAARETZ.COM =

NYPOST.COM

FOXNEWS.COM =

THEIC.COM =

ISRAELTODAY.CO.IL *

THEJEWISHSTAR.COM
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In addition to ChatGPT's analysis of the sympathy generated by each article in the RTBF corpus, we
present some qualitative analyses that illustrate the effects of the original bias. These analyses focus
on three examples from the summer of 2025 (84.1), coverage of the explosion at Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza
on 17 October 2023 (84.2), and the photographs chosen to illustrate three articles cited in this report
(84.3).

Exampl e 1: Announcement by t he Uni t ec
Francesca Al banese, UN Speci al Rapporte

RTBF article dated 9 July 2025, aut hored by "the

Wa r i n t he Mi ddl e East: Was hi ngton sancti ons t he
Territories

us Secretary of State Mar co Rubi o announced on 1

sanctions on Francesca Al banese, the UN Special R
Marco Rubio criticised on Xrthe(byl FeghtémaebteAbobd
I nternati onal Cri mi nal Court t o t ake action agai
Ll eaders”

I n a statement, the Secretary of State subsequent
Uni ted States. According t o hi m, s he recommended

arrest warrants agai nsti n sNeatealniy aPhrui,mea nivbi nngi sottehre rBse.

Ac ding to the same source, the rapporteur had
Marco Rubi o accusi ngSémirtiofm™ uamnda'shemgpamttifor tei

S h lso allegedly wrote t o
de i bes as "basel ess accusations"” and recommend.i
executives.

©https://jonathas.org m
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-au-proche-orient-washington-sanctionne-la-rapporteure-speciale-de-l-onu-pour-les-territoires-palestiniens-11574143
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-au-proche-orient-washington-sanctionne-la-rapporteure-speciale-de-l-onu-pour-les-territoires-palestiniens-11574143

On 3 July, Francesca Al banese presented a report
examining "the mechanisms of companies that Ssuppoc
repl acement of Palestinians"”

I n February, s he al so denounced Donal d Trump's p
popul ation as "illegal" and "completely absurd?"”.

The US president had assured thatorme Gmamt eSd rti @ taa

that its inhabitants could go and live in Jordan
Palestinians themsellvaxnd "Mirtr eisp oinlsliegd &l., |itmmaer & om
it wi | exacerbate the regional crisis, " Ll amented
"genocide"”" in Gaza.

| sraeli Ambassador to the UN Danny Danon wel comed
Francesca Al banese's "relentless and partisan cam

The article gives considermbde IsypwaMar do Rthkei cacaxmd

against Ms Al banese: parti al a-8dmmbl s mj ossppott vf
threatening letters, and a relentless and partisa
However, it menti ons only t wowhiincthe uweernama baby b g o tV

controverwhiiaclh, maanyd cause the reader to doubt t he

e On 38 July, Ms Al banese presented a report to th
"t he mechani s ms of compani es t hat support | sr a
repl acement Of Palestinians

e She also denounced Donald Trump' s plan to occup

il "egaddmpgl et el"y dB.3ursd il l egal, i mmor al and ir
i rresponsi ble because it will exacerbate the reg¢
The article thus ignores several statements made

reader a more complete picture and legitimised th

RTBF could argue that the AFP dispatch did not me r

| t could also put forward one of the following ex
the article online bdisepgdabahan i ncomplete AFP
e was not familiar with Ms Albanese and her probl e

e considered that t he comment s attributed to Ms Al

to justify the US sancti ons;

e considered, on the contrary, t hat these sancti ol
admini stration against a senior offi ci al responsi
It is |i'kepyi amaits thhleosest to reality, given the ¢
Il n any case, there i s mi ssing information in t he
responsibility by pointing to AFP, whose role is

Below are several problematic statements made by

e Ms Al banese stated thawhst mettiat &8 b elte hint "idglaric wobr esrt
an$8éemitic massacrhNo.of. tThhee cveincttuirnys? . . were not k

but i n response t'o | srael S oppression

©https://jonathas.org
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She mai ntained t his position i n 202%Wer e eamda®r ati
Semitic but relafedotowuphbeientuati on

She beli ERPetegthiani ans hg'eeen wight weapores, stegi
situation of occupation.

She rejected the Stdefeenwmcelismathéscongdtttof sehdée
secu'rdgarydnoi a

Her March 2024Amapomy , ofe nhiitCebseal s 0o W@ b [feo rg rboeulnidesv’i
thadaacts ofhgeeobééeer”"commi tted by | srael "ient hGraizca,
cleansing

Il n early May 2025, she posted’” JoenwiXs W sh rnicgea ddee | aent d
wor se"gbmmoci d'e. deni ers

On 10 May 2025, she accused t'hteo rldsuttace'Pp&!"@s mynioan
I n May 2025, she reiterated and d'e/feewmidsehd [socobntey o f

I n July 2025, she compared companies that i nvesHt
or South African apartheid.

She urged the media not t o r e'pkba mmawnh aMi ntihset"rdye aotft
preferring thél shaeteki Veedi.48:Palestinians toda

Example 2: RTBF coverage &fhatrhd olyi mihre

ar my
RTBF article dated 11 August 2025, aut hored by "t
Five Al Jazeera journalGaza killed in I sraeli.i str
Al Jazeera announced the death of five of its j our
Strip, i ncluding a reporter we l k nown t o i ts Vi
describing him as a "terrorist?!?’
As the | sraeli.i government shows determination to |
territory devastated and st#oHrved bBhaddemomepor dfd
to be a targeted | sr aetlsi jaotutrancakl"i sotns ai-3itheGhlatz alHsCa g iyl
It reported t he deat hs Sfharts endr Momamdne rdt sQr An :
cameramen | brahi m Zaher, Mohammed Nouf al and Moam
Their names are added to the list of nearly 200 |j c
in the war | aunched in retaliation for the bloody
2023. AShasiéd]| 28, wahsreonegnonisahle mbaces among 't he
the conflict i n Gaza on a daily basis.
The | srael]9 army confirmed t hat it had targeted hi
journalist". He "wa s t he head of a terrori st ce
©https://jonathas.org
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/cinq-journalistes-d-al-jazeera-tues-dans-une-frappe-israelienne-a-gaza-11586309
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onsi ble for preparing rocket attacks against
i ding any =evidence.

RTBF article states thatShtahrei fl sornaetlhe agrnoyu neds
but spresents this elimination as arbitrary an

|l srael i" parronvwyi ddei da miiym re vti hdiesn caec’'cus ati on.
n the previous exampl e, RTBF could say that i
idering it necessary to verify whet RhShraroirf nwas

errorist.

he subj ect of evidence, the AFP dispatch is
gdmeee bel ow) as wear |l y -Sahsa rGcft'osb earffi2l0i2a4t ioofn Awniatsh
could have said that it had examined this evi
use it cC ame from one o f t he warring parties
i ficati on, t hat t he lesvriadeelnicea.r my had not provi
stakes are high because one case involves th

ssination of a journalist. This concerns AFP,

RTBF journalist who edited and posted the artd.i
taken a step back and done S 0 me addi tional

unt) . | t i s possibbesovohbetcahse oouhnal seti dad
for the frelkutomalofso ilhdowaumsmed i @ofh, hi s ori ginal
stinians solely as victims and the | srael.i al
nats.

Bel ow we reproduce several pieces of evidence pro

©https:

On 7 October 2023, during the mas's9a droaus,s Aln dS it ahre
are stildl roami ng t e dg o uGrotdr, y haoorwd ga emttu ryiorug a.r.e..
Bet ween November 2021 and October 2023, Al Shar
and/or killed | srael: civiliansg hem ol oaped stithoed 9r,s
perpetrahenrsetrsar"t.yr s

The | sraeld. army provided thepeoressnevl tlhi sdtox,u nmtern

addr ess booksss hpoawi nsgl itpidd)ta reMirfica svaasl part of Ha mas

Si

also published the f ol l eSwhianrgi fp'hso tcolso s ew hrieclha tait
nwar, f or mer L eader of Ha ma s in Gaza and the r

//jonathas.org
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Example 3: RTBF's coverage of the UN's

August 2025: t he si tistatiisonclienarGatzhaati st hdeirree iasnda pr
On 22 August, the Famine Review TClhoanmlintttegr tFRC)F oc
Phase Cl as s i, fi ccahtainogne d( [tPhCejsts ifitf aghd h © a mfactrh t he fir st
decl ar ed a famine, the -hdaséedateodtagesia ctaseivii c
scale was establishefdf tiinme2 0tOha t tfhainsi nies hoansl yb etehne d ¢
world &@ndgitméein the Near and Middle East.
The UN's declaration odwdiatme deanmo Grmzamevrats. al tl oalg
Palestinians and opbonadtdsaomosstraeti opslacgusati
starving its people and thus causing famine.
©https://jonathas.org
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RT

BF reports on the announcement made by I PC and

22 Augus'tSta025:ng peopl e f or mi L i tary pur poses

decl ares famine I n Gazg, atrhdacllebsigahietdobiydl dt/é a
and BELGA

22 AugustMo2@25:scandal ", need for "I mmedi ate act
further i sobatlbe lresdbyexetli on with Agences
24 AugusFtam2 mW25: n Gaza: why | s tthhean/Natmaiheoud omyi

Fay oumi

27 Auguslts r22e25:de mands wi t hdr awal of "fabricat

goverpnomaatécl e by Edi tori al staff with BELGA.

Each of these articles presents two diametrically
e t he UN, t he | CRC, several NGOs ( Médecins du Mo
accuse |l srael of causing famine in Gaza by refu
( " mor al scandal,k " " a di sgrace for | srael k" "t h i
constituent el ements, "ofettch.e) ;cri me of genoci de
e | srael (i ts Pri me Mi ni ster, t he Director Gener a
report, its methodoltboBegr enids ine ffomichersimomnGaza"
Ha mas' lLies"”, "blatant ie", "1l &nradel . has a polic

As in the two previous exampl es, three of t he f ou
agency dispatches.
The first two articles announce the famine and pre
ti mes mor e coverage to t he accusations against
representatives of the State of |l srael
The Ll ast of t he three articles based on news ag
accusation of fami"dfabrliittedpgamantdet wat hdr awn.
Finally, the article by Wahoub Fayoumi i s more of
to explain why t he UN took s o lLong to declare foa
war ing about it for a lLong ti me.
I n their coverage of the I PC report and its after
at face value because it WwWahss ye ¥ peatseedl, oerv etnh eh oapcec
|l srael prompted by this conclusi on. Above all, t
expected, od aiyfi nign ga meol evi t hou't taking an interes
sevaNrGOls against the | PC report and the distortior
f ami ne
Here again, RTBF could say that it relied on news
whet her t he |l PC had applied i ts met hodol ogy cCorr e
obvious problem of mamaoyrattonsi Al BEzaNGOs, tatbt.
about acute malnutrition or the risk of f ami ne.
Il n the fir st t wo articles we cite, RTBF rel ayed,
concl uosfi otnh e Famine Review Committee, a public o
©https://jonathas.org
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/l-onu-declare-la-famine-a-gaza-la-premiere-au-moyen-orient-11590499
https://www.rtbf.be/article/l-onu-declare-la-famine-a-gaza-la-premiere-au-moyen-orient-11590499
https://www.rtbf.be/article/scandale-moral-necessite-d-une-action-immediate-la-famine-declaree-par-l-onu-a-gaza-isole-un-peu-plus-israel-11590645
https://www.rtbf.be/article/scandale-moral-necessite-d-une-action-immediate-la-famine-declaree-par-l-onu-a-gaza-isole-un-peu-plus-israel-11590645
https://www.rtbf.be/article/famine-a-gaza-pourquoi-l-onu-confirme-seulement-maintenant-11590936
https://www.rtbf.be/article/israel-exige-le-retrait-du-rapport-fabrique-de-toutes-pieces-declarant-la-famine-dans-le-gouvernorat-de-gaza-11592635
https://www.rtbf.be/article/israel-exige-le-retrait-du-rapport-fabrique-de-toutes-pieces-declarant-la-famine-dans-le-gouvernorat-de-gaza-11592635
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bl e for assessing di ffer ent Levels of hu
ation scale in order to avoid political m

o f the two articles, it indicates the thr
g "fFforthaéael PCC, a famine is occurring when
hol ds (one i n five) face extreme food shor:
om acute malnutrition, eamd atunlgeastvtewy m

it was obvious that t heirte wwaass aal spor oobhl veino uos
oblem with medical moni toring in Gaza f ol
iteri a.

e two obvious facts did not carry the sam
w these three criteria were verified on th

of the original bi as and also because of
n Gaza and having no RTyBfp agamph & soirs eech et Hes r:

nl srhaeelheadl i nes of its two articles, wi t ho
me

vein, it also reported on | srael's deni a

face of evidence.

’

in this case, regardless of any sympathy

i mmedi ately presented solid arguments about t h

ncl usi

rael

S

on of f ami ne.

vari ous arguments for rejecting”" Rl tliIPLCs

sgui sed as Science. Systemati c di st otrhtei ofinrss ti nv etr
ich was posted Hene nwe ome R2r7o ddwgel stt h rvehei colf arhee seea
undeervsetnanfdkor t hose who are not specialists in t
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and unrepreéedvent Ci vepowamplreli es heavily
rom malnutrition prevention programmes

n
f
s contravenes the | PC guidelinesabeéeveus:
h

o ”w

children, as healthy children are by defir

n oft hpparctriidglerdatha:r el ating to children wu
r, wh i-fcéhre ii gh tt hrea twieoi,g hdoul d not be used
r, which is more complex t o taan aflryosne ,J)J uwlays
s when all the dat a became availabl e, t
completed or corrected.

~ gy =
~+ O O O

cal bias on the part o f two of the e€eight
de comment s on soci al medi a t hat wer e, to
Associate Professor of I nternational Nut i
sor at the Faculty of B phied eLnoinodloong yS cahnodo | P 0oj
al Medi ci ne. The following four posts are

ﬂ
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https://govextra.gov.il/media/orumgksl/politics-disguised-as-science_systematic-distortions-in-the-ipcs-gaza-report-of-august-2025.pdf
https://govextra.gov.il/media/orumgksl/politics-disguised-as-science_systematic-distortions-in-the-ipcs-gaza-report-of-august-2025.pdf

Post from 28 Octo

“ Andy Seal

Tonight we are witnessing the collapse of
perceived moral authority within western
governance systems and an implosion

of international norms and law. It’s a
watershed moment for global society
that will have profound implications.
#Gaza_Genocide

‘ Andy Seal
Today @CIJ ICJ ruled that accusation of
genocide against Israel is plausible & issuing

of provisional measures to stop genocide is
necessary. The Houthi governmentin Yemen

is claiming that its #RedSea shipping
blockade is to enforce those very measures.

Andy Seal se...-27) 4 (4
The US and UK is bombing Yemen to try and
prevent it taking actions that are designed, at
least in part, to enforce the will of the ICJ.
Things are getting complicated!

We must teach Israel a lesson,
and we will do this again and again. c(],(
Iy ]

‘ Andy Seal

Hamas, the de facto government of #Gaza,
has to go because of extreme rhetoric
and war crimes? Under that criteria the
Israeli government would also have to
be removed. Not helpful. Biden has to
radically move to a realistic peace plan and
impose ceasefire. No one else can.

315 Vi

Octo

w

Post from 16

16.10.2023 - Zeina Jamaluddine
Dear @LSHTM @LSHTM Crises if not
now when do we "deconlonize"

x Birzeit University -15.10.2023
Do Not be Silent about Genocide
Open Letter from Birzeit University
in Palestine to International

Academic Institutions
bit.ly/3tE2viS

The third RTBF article, wr i tt en abny aWaghloeu bmaFrakyeodu nbiy
bias and confi"rFnreamiinoen ibni aGa:z a : why i s t hleh eUN oounrlnya lc
as k'sl:s it i nconsi stent for t he UN to offi ci ally de
NGOs have been talking about it for weeks?"
Il n other words, why did the UN wait so naoamegl yt ot lkcat
there was f ami ne in Gaza? With this framing, it i
report, whi ch would have been relevant
Here again, the article Llists the <c¢criteria that N
| PC, but does not qguest on how t hese criteria wer
While recounting the history of war ni ngsi ti sgsuuoetde sb
several NGO offi cials who point to a single culopri
Hamas is not mentiones bhcehénobhposngrwaclliead notl
as i f Ha ma s had nothing to do with this war, and
©https://jonathas.org :
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This absence of Hamas in the aocutddteed afnr gamiorbg bd fy
Palestiniani cowfli ¢ch Pal estinians ar e solely victi
evil s, including, now, famine as defined by the UN
The fourth RTBF article could give the i mpression
Il srael. position. This is not the case.
The article presents | srael's demand that Il PC wi t
donors that fund |l PC (the European Uni on, Canada,
deni al s of f@Gmi nke i o MGtarzaar. y, it gives the i mpres:s
brutally denying a reality that is obvious to the
It has this negativ,d i kffeacthef ot hlesr adr eke@aauasel es,
arguments for rejecting t he Il PC report and al so
cooperation, as wel!l as the problems raised by th
Here again, RTBF could say that these elements we
the raw materi al for the articlethdoweveri settwhs:
on 27 August to José Lopez, Director of the | PC
l srael. Mi ni stry of Foreign Affairs.
But, assuming that a journali st had been curious
|l srael’ arguments against the | PC report woul d h
with all its infamy, abeswel §rasl tbe stesuebbhgonhaeaedg
UlLti mately, whet her one sympathises with or di sl i|
was a problem of malnutrition in Gaza and that t h
the fact rbeansaeidn so nt tahte, s ci enti fic criteria required
was ho famine in Gaza during the Anummeal yfi 202&r, r |
10 October 2025 provides definitive proof ofPCt hi s:
declared famine) and 10 October 20265, 10, 143 deat
according to the | PC' s owhn criteria. However, onl
questionable since it comes from Hamas.
I t is therefore hardly surprising that the issue
medi a agenda.

©https://jonathas.org
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We condaucqtueadl i t atdfveRTabf lagrstiiscl es coARUi nidos hiet &k p
on 17 October 2023 for the following reasons:

e on 18 October, j ust a few days after the massacrtr
to a peak of 10 articles expressing sympathy for

e RTBF's coverage of the event wasi nhleucdiubg ez ts tod
the Coordinating Committee of Jewi sh Organisatic

e RTBF responded to this criticism by publishing

woraknd the diffi culties of covering such news in
= 18 October Vdhto 6firle2d pa. mm.o:c ket at a hospital i n
wha't we dop' bykGoaiwl yaume Woel fle with Agenci e
programme Déclic, a talk show focusing on ne
= 20 October RANSHBDBEI Pian. RTBF "mi si nform" by p
Gaza hospital a sb yt hteh ewol rN«S | oDFE /esdriateolr? a l t eam,
behitrhdecenes stories at RTBF and in the media

e RTBF's coverage of t hi sc oemxppllaocisnito nt oa l[tshoe glaovuer nrailsi
(see t8Mi.x2)gompl ai nt widn 2% RFebrewaruyn f202n4;e d

e between 17 and 20 Oct,o bRelrB,F acsh aenvgeendt si tusn fnoalrdreadt i v
the perpetrator -Adhfl it hp sgptintiale on Al

e despite t he di ffi cul ti es o f RTcBoFV' esr i nmggv ewaarg en eowfs til

perfectly illustrates the original bi as;

e The coverage of this explosion also highlights ¢
stemming, in this caccenfirfmaotm amebioas.gi nal bi as:
I n i ts long article of 20 October, RTBF' s | NSI DE
conclusi ons "with hindsight than in the rush of l
every folulrt milnsud emakes several i mportant points:

"The infor mati on-cihse cdki fAinddu évtetrdi oftyle € os sma | | number
the ground (al most all of whom are from Gaza) a
observers Tilme tvhaes tfiemadj.ori ty of i nformation will
parties, who are obviously biased in the conflict
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/qui-a-tire-une-roquette-sur-un-hopital-de-gaza-ce-quon-sait-deja-et-ce-quon-ne-sait-pas-encore-11273725
https://www.rtbf.be/article/qui-a-tire-une-roquette-sur-un-hopital-de-gaza-ce-quon-sait-deja-et-ce-quon-ne-sait-pas-encore-11273725
https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-la-rtbf-a-t-elle-desinforme-en-presentant-l-explosion-dans-l-hopital-de-gaza-comme-l-uvre-d-israel-11274907
https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-la-rtbf-a-t-elle-desinforme-en-presentant-l-explosion-dans-l-hopital-de-gaza-comme-l-uvre-d-israel-11274907
https://www.lecdj.be/wp-content/uploads/CDJ-23-34-D-Godefridi-c-RTBF-be-RBTF-X-decision-21fevrier2024.pdf

bet ween the necessary caution to be exercised wi

need to report on what i s happeni ng, even i f it
Beyond the general comment on the bias of inf or ma
cautiitniis i mportant to remember, in this case, t h

and therefore cannot be treated as equals.

Hamas is a terrorist and totalitarian entity that
it wants without consequence, while the | sraeldi ar
ten days earlier.

Unl i ke Ha ma s, t he | DF mu s t answer for i ts action
opinion and the international communi ty.

This is one of the imbalances to be taken into ac
§1. 3) . I t is symptomatic that it is not menti oned
The I NSI DE article then presents, in detail, t he
evening to cover the explosion at Al Ahli Hospi t e

ssued by AFP at 7:12 p. m.

"An AFP alert is the most urtg einst snuepspsoasgeed tthoa t' aclae

as quickly as possible that something i mportant
t his, it i's not possi-bheckKoal AFtPh ¢ ofuamtad iisnh sontade.
lines ofacmattteaxrt ofm mi nutes. Al erts are therefor

n o titl e.

[ ...] At 7:12 p. m., the AFP alert received by RTBF
raid on hospi(tHalmas p thp o O rh parent heses i ndi cate
i nf or mati onl hies dHama s .s (the number of deat hs, t h
the explosi on) cannot be confirmed by AsdP.t A&aP t+f
edi tors know that this i rcfhoercnkaetdi obny hAaFsP nuosti nbge etnh
sources, as is the basic rule.

For AFP, as for international newsr ooms, it i s d.
of international journaltbésiohotmat gopnpuhs. cébnansek
to a certlasrnaelxthearast tbeen carrying out ssaiiktesi son
likely that this strike originated from | srael

Af ter lLengt hhhedd INSH DEateidontori al Yt eaamcackaoiwng,edged
but i nstead fporraitseerdp eRrTiBnfFg anot her AFP alert and a
emphasi s"iintg wahsata di ffi cul't evening" . folrt maonrwyc lewd & 7
thdt he news management confirmed/ii t heaedbthomritanknte
adherence t o t he facts and t he necessary cauti on
vi ewp'oi nts

F

(¢}

or our ©part, we disagree with the anadahggeseamdteo
o be mor e a matter of professional solidarity ar
onsider t hat RTBF' s «c eAvhelria gheo sopfi ttahle ferkopnt nia7r kteod aZb(

©https://jonathas.org
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ori ginal bias in support ofandebyad ewdri anli asnlsqg r
n i f this coverage is not the result of a cons

a way, ten days after the massacres of 7 Octob
victims and the aggressors, RTBF journalists
mi ng ofatkestlisiraebicogfli staelbceots bombing a hosp
d eAast has .r esul t, they gave priority to informatic
write anything el se.

19:12 19:29 21:45 22:22 23:06 0:27

DISPATCH announcing the
explosion, attributing it to

ALERT, THEN AFP ALERT, THEN AFP

DISPATCH: Israel

. attributes the launch
Israel and citing Hamas as

to Islamic Jihad
the sole source

. END OF THE RTBF
15 POST IN RTBF LIVE: 15T RTBF ARTICLE: HEADLINE CORRECTION: o

B A w ; < “An Israeli air stri
“Gaza: at least 200 dead in The Israeli strike on a The pombmg ofa LIVE An, sraell alr strike
RTBF hospital in Gaza outrages on a hospital in Gaza City

Ch

an Israeli raid on a hospital hospital in Gaza

" ” the world — Israel or has caused hundreds of
compound outrages the world

Islamic Jihad: who fired?” deaths...”

ONLY ONE VERSION,
THAT OF HAMAS: THE LAUNCH

TWO VERSIONS REGARDING THE PERPETRATOR:
THAT OF HAMAS AND THAT OF ISRAEL.

WAS ISRAELI.

ronology of AFP alerts and dispatches, as well as R°

re are the various points that suppor

e The fir stt hpeo slt| f[ER : 29e dp tfne) fiamsd 10t 22 clpe m. ) by RT
explosi-Ahl at HAbpi t al did not treat the informati
Both should have indicated in theirtr headlines th
for AFP, which targets professionals, i s not s u f
general Thepl isbhoul d therefore have included an
cautTbhs was not the case.

e The I NSIDE artigieesfthée iOmpoéssi 6ntthat!lfhel gpe
stri ke camei ram bsanbdWlkiflss ibyy MFtP.t he case.

Confirmati bma ©ogsi tsve mechanism that consists of favol

preconceived ideas or hypotheses, or giving less weigh

bel i efs, whi ch results | n (as awrlcuec:t aWickei pteod icah)a.nge one' s

©https://jonathas.org m
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-des-heurts-ont-eclate-mardi-soir-entre-manifestants-appelant-au-depart-du-president-palestinien-revoir-notre-direct-commente-11273088
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-le-bombardement-dun-hopital-a-gaza-indigne-le-monde-israel-ou-djihad-islamique-qui-a-tire-11273551
https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-la-rtbf-a-t-elle-desinforme-en-presentant-l-explosion-dans-l-hopital-de-gaza-comme-l-uvre-d-israel-11274907

Thi s assessment i s certainly t he analysi s ma d e
mo ment " on 17 October, after reading the AFP al
under the dual infltuence of Blke oti gisnsbleil g§gs ad b
The AFP alert and dispatch merely relayed Hamas
professional audi ence of journal i stchetchkata nrAdd Pv ew
three distinct pieces of i ndobAmHtii dhrosspT )t adn &3 pl
was caused by | srael:i army fire, 3) it resul ted i
AFP alert and the AFP dispatch say nothing more.
e The I NSIDE article gives RTBF's editorial team c
9: 27 We. mee this more as a dysfunction.

This post in the LIVE section repeats a short AF
"WHO <chief condemns ".tri ke on Gaza hospital
However, i f the editorial team had doubts at 9. 2
not simbpthewsnastedad eofl sriarelal psotmmuskte i nf orm t he g
of this doubt and must no lLonger attribute the
arti-olheds h it wi L1 not do, as evidenced by the t
of the post that wi L1 conclude the LIVE coverage

e The first RTBF artic-Abl onHwaei pallliosh edl tastt i1A0i: t2i2
headl"ilnser,ael i stri ke on Gazaahespihdl cathesagespEr bl
AFP had already published an alert (at 9:45 p. m.
Il slamic Jihad, and because the L|ast paragraphs o
contradict the headline.

The RTBF editorial team cor rwe dthe dohteh'eabidnietaadrl i meep re
wha't i's i n t he.Tbhoed yn eow vteBresnmilarmnt gicsb:# a hospi tal i
wor l d: | srael or I'sl amic Ji had responsi bl e?

e The article published at 170: 22 p. m. is very amb
source attributingethepsbvdiuke tbael s§irael paragrap
indicate a source:

"Reactions poured €éandemihiingdanobseabbgpstai keon
Gaza City, which killed at [east 200 peoptepol 4 ed
Pal estini.dn territory

I n t his sentence, t he Ha mas Heal t h Mi"mitstlreya sit s 2
dedd However, it is not at all cledrtthdtontehitdhe
sourzttri buting the strike to | srael, since this
denunciation is the main piece of information.

e The 10: 22 p. m. article al so has an unbal anced
paragraphs attributifngl ltohwee ds tbryi ke & wb hlesardaienlg, an
which the | sraeldi. army "denies" responsibility &
Wh e n RTBF posted i ts article online at 10: 22 p .
statements, so there were two conflicting versior

©https://jonathas.org m
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-le-bombardement-dun-hopital-a-gaza-indigne-le-monde-israel-ou-djihad-islamique-qui-a-tire-11273551

The article could have begun by saying that the
and that it was not yet known who was responsi bl
ver si ons.

| t i s bi ased because it favodese donédowercsinon hev e
attribution of the strike to I srael with a grai
to denounce an Il sraeld. strike? And even i f t he
credence cho tbhegekBisgse"denial" after SO many r ea
be well i nfor med?

e At 11: 06 p. m. , t he RTBF editori al team correcte
need to modi Wy $tbhe Bhtsche.a further expression
bi as.

Th RTBF editorial team eXXphai bedyi s adedi sihait c
attribution of this explosion to.l ghaeltir(cti ffreca,
article stated that | srael' deni ed being behind
The fact t hat t he |l sraeli""Yadarasagoaph, afmtlegr meing
supporting t hei soptphoesri efeo rteh,e oirny,t heir vi ew, nei th

e We also disagree with the second reason given by
170. 22 p. m.whird¢h cil® repeated in the I NSIDE articl
passage in question from the 10.22 p. m. article:

"The destructi on of a hospital by 1 Braselinf et mi
confir med, d not be i n accordance with |[internatior
Mi c hel sai d on Tuesday evening at t he end of a
situation in"the Middle East

The RTBF editori al t ea’"m fc oonocshi Aremesdf it hiad ntt hteo pihm di
not been confirmed that the strike was carried ou
taken from a BELGA ne"wsh er efiprosrtt taot c9a.s1t4 dpo.uvh.t, | d ns
also states thawhethédopesheopr&oaewti onary measure
Mi chevh T ch i s -wmplbetweterring to the LIVE feed w
9.25 p. m.

Firstly, "tife tthhrsasef or mag i wmc liLseatic airsfir med'at : t he
ai med at t h e-ngoetn earta la ppurbolfiecs si onal audience of |
to interpreting and decoding the slightest reser
Secondl vy, in Gaza, where journalists ar e banned
statement from | sl amic Jihad? Further mor e, at
"information" from Hamas had allrsraadeg !l ibearmnmmyr.e.f.utb
more credence to one than the other?

Moreover, reading the BELGA di spatch, iasipo€f€hadl
Mi chalhd not BELGA, newho ifsorttdloirng RtTlBBFE precaut.i
languapet al so that he invalidates this precaut.i

"European Council Presi dent Charles Michel said

was hnot i n accordancdowlowi hgnbaedeatdil yndlsrbaawi,
Gaza. "t seemsantad adbre xtotndieamean ci vi li an i nfrast
i nternati onal [l aw, ' Mr Mi chel sai d."

©https://jonathas.org E
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Let us emphasise once again that at 11: 06 p. m. ,
and t hat of t he |l srael. ar my, and t hat it woul c
out dmtl es s it was biased, the RTBF editorial t ea
the ot her.

e The 10: 22 p. m. article calls for a final comment
the | sraeli. position presented in the | ast par ag¢
The RTBF editorial team based its presentation
choices in rewriting this dispatch reveal i t's r e
I n the AFP dispatch, the | sraeli"” alratymait's tahsisse rwe
mi ssed shot by I slamic Jihad. The RTBF editori al
a Long quotati on-siomedquothgt iidn dmeaersk snot do for H e
article. I n the &RITMYF, aasgsdicdreegd tthtree Irsaclaede b ypll he a
its military intell i"geesntciemditasé sutnhcee rsttariink e ia& amenr set
mi ssed shot by I slamic Jihad.

e The RTBF editori al team repeats the biased stru
of the day' st hree wsnd of i ts LI VE broadcast at 1.
reactions to this version; t hen, i n one sentenceé

(¢}

"An | sraeli air strike on a hospiotnalT uiens d@ayz a aQic!
to authoriti-eesntnothedHBanbesesti ni an territory.

Following this announceanme nity e scd aays heevse nbirnogk eb eotuvi e
calling for t he departure of Pal esti ni an Presi
Ramallah in the occupied West Bank, whi l e a war

journali sts r edpeonrotnesdt.r alcozresn st raifed t o break i nto
Tuesday evening to express their anger.

Il sraeli. mi l i thaerlyi eivretse ltlhiegemacepi t al wa s hit by a
Ll amic Ji had, an | DF spokesman sai d.

-~
(7]

e The following day, the RTBF editorial team had t
at -Ahmll i Hospital and on the fact that the | srael
It was reluctant to give credence to this versi
the striake ntiwlidcaey:, it juxtaposed the two version
finger at Il sl ami c J i had) ; t hen, in t he evening,
strike.

Thus, at 12: 43 p. m., as Hamas' version began to
to sixteen Arab countries or organisations that
of t he" Isst@aiekbe : wa r : Arab countries hold | srael r e
hosp'i.t al

"Ar ab countries, whet her si gnatori esuntaonitmbaispyg
attri buted the deadly explosion in a Gaza Arospit
l east 200 people were killed on Tuesday evening
according t o t he Mi nistry of Heal t h of Ha ma s, t
Ot her esti mates puHamae bebamadititbstaal gher .t he s

©https://jonathas.org m
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ssed the I sraeli dtabe'ns iaagcuvatitoms dshe"lsi
nati onal condemnati on mounted.

12 p. m. , RTBF gave an initial wAphdlait eH oosnp iitt:
fired a rocket at a hospital i n Gaza? What !
w states its refusal to delcigdeyomrtthe rpemap e
ocket? | sraelis and Palestinians ar e accus
sing '"evi-demoéVemént heAr vihdeo of the event
al j oubrsnarlviesrtss samedcioal i si ng i n @lirNTed(idmar

is not ruling on the ori gin or responsi bi
mi nedi byept b'geti ons.

er, at t his ti me, US President J oe Bi den a
credence to t he Il sraeli version o f a fail
s the American posi ti ogni,veist carlesdoe nccoeu nttoe rhtbaar
oting a quickly deleted tweet from a f or mer

o confirmation bias, RTBF appearmstrieluecst ammt
formation that confirms its preconcktéeveldedde

onspiratori al

ayshtatbhhs8) PEabreadyecited several ti mes, i s
s to RTBF articles that they do not say, or

red on the hospital? As we have seen, RTBF
and O 200k t@dbdtcaber, t he 1°NiSH sDvEe ra r tniacnteel yg itvl
L ver si on i s t h®&f mostrdd,kebgc hypot heé s itsh.c
mati on bias, it does not write this in terr

rticle published on the afternoon of 78 Oct
e i ntel |l itgheen cPea | sepsetdiiimidai sl seppocs.ti sl i kel y

nalistic investigations have multiplied in
thaNumeeoiusgpress articles, on RTBF and el
most i kebythpwypovhesi $ailed rocket Ll aunch
t wo excerpts from the | NSI DE artiacflé ref
at, surprisingly, the 18 October article do
s its refusal to take a position.

nly mention in the RTBF articles and posts
robably a failed Palestinian attack appear :
glb war : Palestinians hope for ai d to arrive

intelli geneepmemof which wethbhatebsrbgl AFPI
ot hkbombspi tal '"n the Gaza Strip

ontrary to what ttthd s| NS| [hBEo ta rat iccolnec Liunsgiudcna tr
r RTBF's quotatiodtwhadfchan sAmeni @aan addc urhents

lLeaves one question: why di d RTBF claim o
uded that tAdl ex plospi édnmal ahaldAl been caused |

athas.org u
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-la-rtbf-a-t-elle-desinforme-en-presentant-l-explosion-dans-l-hopital-de-gaza-comme-l-uvre-d-israel-11274907
https://www.rtbf.be/article/guerre-israel-gaza-les-palestiniens-esperent-larrivee-de-laide-dans-lenclave-11274797

when it had L ong given promi nence to Ha mas' s %
attribute the firing to either side when Hamas's

Ten days after t he massacr es-Allfi 7HodOscptiotbaelr,, Hama se
agai nst |l srael, and t hen t he confrontati on bet we
intense media coverage aroumBd.the world, in Bel gi
Attributing the shooting and thenkceoaitrtag eadf ahuredrrue
older framing wofe tihre whindli ct he Palestinians ar e
perpetrators. The confrontation bet ween t he t wo
narrative. Some,r sluccht aamst RtTBFdo weo ebecause of conf
The RTBF's coverage of t his explosi on and i ts af
al r ebaedeyn t he subject pof pmuchc dlisclussaont he RTBF ¢
Counci l (CDJ)
Despitéiaatewraci esRBbBlE eomoirdédrs that, overall,
as, i f not reputebiah@&efdgaealm and the rest of the w
As f or itthse dCeDdi,s i on ofstatesebhetpwproRTERE2 4 he aenvdent s
"correctly and clearly iidentified the sources ci t e
expressed at "theicontcd weledalthet t he absence of an
a breach of professional et hics in this particula
We do not share Whehr soppoltushgnguotati ons, we ha
hi ghlight the biases and error-dhilm RDBPp'i ¢« adgv e@arsa gve
own analysis of its coverage.
Qur criticisms and arguments di ffer significantly f
cCDJ . To date, they have therefore not been addres:
We would like to emphasise that the RTBF website
and that its content cannot therefore be analysed
audi ence of ethics professionals who read and dec
Finally, and mo s t i mportantly, we consider that
suffi cient to produce good, clear and unbiased inf
We ci te as evidence t he present qualitative anal
evaluation of the sympathy generated by the corpu
©https://jonathas.org E
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L .S300me biased choices

articles cited in the

Photographs, particularly those appearing at t he
the author's name, phagyraati mposyamapathpleor a par
may dhiescrepancies between the principles set out
bastios i llustrate articles. Wi t hout claiming to be
articles from which we quote excerpts in this rep

Let us begin wit-RieheeptbogmphesDi feahor of Il nf or
articl e [enStlibtFl\Geedd a wa r : wha't terms and | magadg edodd
October 2023 and quoted in paragraph 1. 2:

" We treat i mages wi t h ser i oRiisenrerses JalMedq iwirimgaoducra s't
i mages that are infdmmatoinwe cabewe dlhlesel yé.ol ent
and | mportant i n helping to understand what i s
condi ti ons, we choose to broadcdNotthemekxplhsaet pr
in distress. That's the first thing. Secoadl y, n
we someti mes deci de noot btlou rb rtohaednt.a"s t them and t

The illustration at the beginning of this article
| t juxtaposes two photographs t hat ar e nei ther d
rescue workers from the front and back, b uuspy owfi t h
a veiled woman raisingphayebr @it andndol(idnhnng gesteut
right ar m, in a gesture of consol ati on.

I t i s clear that one of these two photos, whi l e
people photographed than the other phot o, whi ch i
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/inside-guerre-israel-gaza-quels-termes-et-quelles-images-la-rtbf-choisit-elle-d-utiliser-11269746

Inside - Guerre Israél-Gaza : quels termes et quelles
images la RTBF choisit-elle d'utiliser ?

10 oct. 202321622 - ® 3min

Maité Warland

Ecouter

g Partager

The second photograph opens the 17 OAbhbbeHodmizB8a by
bombi ng of a hospital i n Gaza outrages the-awor !l d:
article we qubhepaewggrapht 4 mgs

Against a neutral bl ue backgrwmundf, dmeacgpilott,ogfraepi
crying with his eyes cl osed. He i s holding a gir!l
The caption inditcwd epedplad ithhediestaress who were w
(no injuries are visible in the photo) and who ar
hospital in Gaza, Nasser Hospital (there is no in
The photo is not, strictly speaking, informative.
in the bombed hospital even if, indiresdmlcye, iitt
states that these two people were wounded by an I

©https://jonathas.org u
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GUERRE AU PROCHE-ORIENT

Guerre Israél-Gaza : le bombardement d'un hépital a Gaza

indigne le monde, Israél ou Djihad islamique qui a tiré ?

-

17 oct. 2023 3 22:

La rédaction

23 - © 3min

Info avec AFP

© Belga / Palestinians injured in an Israeli air strike await treatment at the Nasser hospital in Khan Yunis in the southern of Gaza Strip, on October 17, 2023. Thousands of people, both Israeli
and Palestinians have died since October 7, 2023, after Palestinian Ha

n older
JdJammelde 14l Y uil mp 20t1ida l '

s coverage

el i nes

plilusit pla¢ej on

slip.

for

"

da' 1l ts irPeald ée, s tw hni ec

of anot her
conduct
contradbBocitns

a television

by (asl eep, injured
the ®aDemtei of anhé aBoéflki hg beeu

t hat t he

rector

The third photograph opens a

confli ct: "RTBF is

The article focuses on RTBF'

of 2014, and on RTBF's gui d

engaging posi budniafs

mi g ht see this as a Freudian

The photograph is a screenshot of

wal ki ng wi t h a b a

background showing

I t is clear, here again,

i mpacrtieabknPiidr e alhacqgmi n, Di

wor k of RTBF.
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https://www.rtbf.be/article/conflit-israel-palestine-la-rtbf-n-a-aucun-parti-pris-8315019
https://www.rtbf.be/article/conflit-israel-palestine-la-rtbf-n-a-aucun-parti-pris-8315019

Conflit Israél-Palestine: "La RTBF n'a aucun parti pris"

14 Juil. 2014 & TE52 - mise & jour 14 Juil. 201431254 . (© 1min o8 Partager Ecouter

Jean-Francgois Herbecq

1,144 8 Bande de Gaza

i

& Tous droits réserves / Conflit Israél-Palestine: "La RTBF n'a aucun parti pris"

This analysis of three photographs shows how inte
choices for illustrating articles related to the

©https://jonathas.org u
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Chat GPT's analysis of the sympathy genertwicade bgs e
many articles generate sympatshy efsairl tGaza |l als bfeo re x|y

i mbalance between the two sides in terms of the n
The first concerns the subj &dati matmenyofjud hiet sitiud
anal yses, this study does not examine the content
argument s, sources, etc.) or t he conformity of
unambi g uow,s g cccluarraicty, completeness, balancéhei mpar
emoti onal effecéanon thet pudbl cese, whet her or not e
sympathy for a particular actor.

The second change is the Tulsies ofasArgadVviecriall ddwerdtld
study a very L arge cor pus, free our sel ves from
phenomena that would not be visible to the naked e
resul tdidfereand media outlets. It thus enables a B
This new type orfe ssulutdsy tphr aotidmg@anm tdira dhiicaystte f or an in
article, but for a large corpus of articles as a

t broadens and enriches the vast fiel d of ime di a
ectiomu4. Tt hbby ef reoxma mphleo §s uZninz 5 , i llustrating the g
i,asand i n bsoeucrt ifooncuds. 20n RTBF' s coAbdtagdéloshpi thé éx
7 October 2023.

T n —

. HBbghbedhtomogr

RTBF

RTBF published 2, 181 articles on the war in the N
rest of the world between 7 October 2023 and 7 Oc

Chat GPT's analysis of the sympathy gemerattdatby e
could be exgleaeianed mbwl ame es i bdeebswt e n msuhmebbetrivbeat hs a
destr utchhtee omar pus contains about twice as many art
articles generating sympathy for l srael.

However, we find several ot her results of Chat GPT'

e Nearly 20% of the articles generate sympathy for
articles outnumber those generating sympathy for

e From 14 October 2023, j ust one we e k after 7 Oc
outnumbered those expressing sympathy for | srael

©https://jonathas.org m
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alysis of media corpora using artificial i nt
artifici al intelligence wi L1 probably be alt
t e, objective or bal anced. Today, t hese an
t to caution. Tomor riodveg nttihfeyy avind | o bnaket iifty
a, such as t he 2,181 articles t hat ar e t !
raphs, reports and programmes in audio (rad
ksAl f oofmathi s content could also soon be an.
raphs play an i mportant role in tha sempadh
present an analysis of thrieel photaoge aphtsi ©lh
excerpts in this report.

t clai ming toaar banatbtpskiserrsthotwide ebji aatsieadn sc hfori o
ples set out by RTBF in terms ofxiteowdoaugdeyaph
S subject.

ng and analysing is all very well, but what

swer to this question depends Ll argely on ou

ead this report.

i

start with our own position. We are whfstle
ndly 'ng s .

analysing 2,181 articles using ChatGPT, w e
coverage of the war in the Middle East. A b
e a mistake. Mbseuntbaectbas. not, a bias

as that emerges from our study leads to misi
r

s this does not mean that there is an expl
allenge is to provide accurate, clear, compr
sing subj ect t hat i s hi ghly i nfla-enanit ©Oir § m ain |
m.

refore hope that RTBF willl also be willing

e of artifici al intelligence tools to evalua
i s of t he emotional i mpact of me di a conten

me nt of many nati ommdlcsandVei ntherredtoiren dlelnews

T

BF Bath gneadnhaerout l ets to adopt t hem.
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0ur @lreospso shail ass efd

the conflict 1 n th

Bias cannot be corrected in the same way as an er
When faced with biased coverage of a news topic,
identify its manifestations, and then to work to
We conclude wi mhs urmbpar tof p r oapcohsiael vsi nagi niendp aartt i al c
|l sr#aliestinian conflict by RTBF

These proposal s concern, of cour se, journalists w

East, mo s t often based on agency di spatches (see

soci al, cul tural and ewesn Paperstimg maws biemobel gi u

debate and media coverage in our country.

RTBF wi L certainly have other i deas for action t

with them on this subject.

e Est abal isseh ec t pool of specialist journRdliedgtsi mieas!
conflict, aenBUiBFNng diversity of opinion on this
A Llarge number of journalists have written artic
However, t his r eeBa loems tainndi atnh ec olnsflriacetl iar e t wo cCorm
subj eDdtvse.r si ty of opini on i s recognised alsan €
contri bbuthees btad anced representation of di fferent
i s one of the founmArt. ok BBCHf etotbd e Et hvicsy '

e Conduct Big Data studies si miolfBaerl gtioa nouarnsd oinn tRT
current affairs.

Studi es such as our s ar e relatively qui ck to cc
articles thanks to Arti fici al I ntelli gence and th
by the articles for the main actors in the cor pl
Unl i ke analyses f ocusi nogro o ne achhe acrotnitcelne' so fc oanmrptli
standards, theyiomedbhatebgeonalaet arge scale.

These studies would certainly be very wuseful i n
or oci al i ssues (e. g. elections, the crisis in
Rwanda, etc.) i n respoinosnes toor qcureisttiicoinssm. i nter pel
The identical repvpewalrtot |l esr rstPaadiersg i hoabh heoh#t)]

publi shethbwyuhBwhotu l2d0 226l s o be very wuseful for me
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esul ts of

t

he present study and, wh e rteh aatp pw oouplrdi

be i mpl eaémerdtuecde t he effects of the original bi as.

e Organise pluralistic working sessi onsPaolne stthieni dail
confli ct and on the different concepts that are re
The subject i s so divisive that it is di ffi cult,
to convey the multiple narratives that contri but
The word "multiple" i s essential because there i
narrative, nor is there a single JewiAmhomgrirhdes &
di fferent narratives, s oS miatriec viea tt rote kg sogf a tir Haactc w4t wa
the Palestinians in theirtr efforts to destroy the
I n Light of t hese pl uirsal i mptohcattamoRrTkBiFn' gs  sceosnstieonnts
denoubhbese hatefmolr ena&rffreattiiwed vy atnod rtehdawktc ai a diad s bbi
and h otshtatl i ¢ gn someti mes cihmrBetgr i me-Bahedhtdierbiaa
conflict.

e Use the I nternational Hol ocaust Remembrance ALLI
ref ervenecre deter mi ning whether an act or statemen
used by European institutions and many EU Member
The | HRA debfiorxi tijnon8nlc.sdades examples illustrating
including questioning the existence of the State
at it by some i n Be'lagriiutm,ciisti negck pllsircaetll yasstane swc
cannot be consi dered antisemitism
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